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W e l c o m e 
Members!  I 
hope you en-
joyed your 
summer.  
 
As we begin 
our new ses-

sion for 2013-2014, I would 
like to point out the goals of 
our association.  The HIA ex-
ists 1) to promote, develop, 
and protect the interests and 
welfare of the property owners 
and residents of Halethorpe, 2) 
to foster and promote commu-
nity spirit, 3) to maintain the 
quality of the neighborhood, 
and 4) to promote and engage 
in all kinds of civic and public 
benefit activities.   
 
There are several ways you can 
become involved within the 
Association.  First off, be-
come a member.  We are 
conducting our annual mem-
bership drive. If you are cur-

rently a member, please renew.    
Promote the HIA to your neigh-
bors.  We are always looking for 
new members to join.  The cost of 
membership is nominal. 
 
Second, attend a meeting/
event.  Meetings and events are 
open to all residents.  We wel-
come and encourage our neigh-
bors to attend. Meetings are your 
connection to your fellow resi-
dents, association leaders, elected 
officials and the local police de-
partment. The purpose of HIA 
meetings are to keep you in-
formed, seek ideas, discuss issues 
and to resolve any problems oc-
curring within the community.  
 
Third, join a committee.  The 
mission of your association is the 
improvement of the services and 
living conditions in Halethorpe.  
This requires time and dedication 
of many of our neighbors.  We 
can always use more help.  Com-
mittees involve the following are-
as:  street, road and landscaping 

President’s Letter 

HIA Meeting 
The upcoming HIA meeting will 
be held on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 17, 2013, at 7:30 
p.m. at the Good Shepherd 
Center located at 4100 Maple 
Avenue, Halethorpe, MD  
21227.  Come at 7:00 p.m. and 
enjoy light refreshments made 
by members Sandy Cullen 
and Gerry Fowler. 
 

HIA Meetings are held on the 
third Tuesday of September, 
November, January, March and 
May. 
 

September-October 2013 

Upcoming HIA Fundraiser 

 
Members-Families-Friends 

Welcome 
 

HIA Fundraiser 
Wednesday, Oct. 9, 2013 

5:00—8:00  p.m. 
Chick-fil-A 

Lansdowne Station 
 

No voucher needed. 
Just mention HIA. 

 
Chick-fil-A will donate 10% of the 

proceeds received during the 
designated time period.  

improvements, event planning, 
m e m b e r s h i p  r e c r u i t m en t /
marketing, finance, website design, 
etc. If you can spare some time, 
your help would be appreciated.  If 
you don’t have the time, a dona-
tion to HIA can help defray the 
cost of purchasing materials to 
make improvements. Please let me 
know your interests and sugges-
tions on how you would like to 
participate.    
 
As always, please feel free to con-
tact me via e-mail or by phone to 
discuss issues that you feel are 
pertinent.  Let’s work together to 
make an even stronger, better 
organization.  Thank you. 
 

Carol Mox, President 
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The grand opening of the Hale-
thorpe MARC train station 
took place on the morning of 
August 12, 2013.  Political digni-
taries descended on  our com-
munity.  Governor Martin 
O’Malley, Maryland State 
Transportation Secretary 
Jim Smith, Senator Ben 
Cardin, Senator Ed Kase-
meyer and Delegate Jimmy 
Malone each spoke to the 
delegation.  A special tribute 
was given to Delegate Malone 
in honor of his father Ned 
Malone.  A plaque memorializ-
ing his father’s outstanding 
achievements as a State Dele-
gate, Baltimore County Sheriff,  

MARC Train Station Project 

Special Assistant for the Mary-
land Department of Transpor-
tation and an employee of the 
Western Maryland Railway 
Company, was unveiled at the 
base of the station.  Joe Kin-
sey, a former HIA president 
who passed away this past 
April, was also given an honor-
able mention as a proponent of 
the train station. 
 
HIA members in attendance 
were Carol Mox, Dr. 
Charles Kokoski, Mike 
McAuliffe, Stormy Kinsey 
and Danny Coolahan. 
 

 

Welcome to 

the Grand 

Opening of the 

Halethorpe 

MARC Train 

Station. 

Groundbreaking Ceremony / April 4, 2011 

Groundbreaking photos taken 
by Dr. Charles Kokoski 



 

Did you see us? HIA was repre-
sented in the Arbutus 4th of July 
Parade this year.  Lollipops were 
handed out by HIA members to 
children and adults who were lined 
up on both sides of Oregon Ave-
nue and East Drive to view the 
parade.  Participants of the parade 
were Carol Mox, Mike and Ma-
ria McAuliffe with daughters 
Norina and Rosemarie and  
nephew Thomas  McAuliffe, 
Bill Carter (on rollerblades), 
and Lorraine Doucette.  The 
antique car added a nice touch to 
promote the HIA. 
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4th of July Parade 

Community Clean Up 

HIA’s annual Community Clean 
Up Day was held on Saturday, 
May 11, 2013.  Three large dump-
sters were filled with household 
and yard debris carried or 
dropped off by  residents living in 
the immediate Halethorpe area. 
The Kokoski family did a won-
derful job by arranging a pick up 
service to assist the elderly or 
disabled.  
 

A special thanks goes out to HIA 
members who helped make the 
Community Clean Up a success:  
Don Schaefer, Stephen Rest, 
Dr. Charles Kokoski, John 
Kokoski, Kip Kokoski, Sandy 
Cullen and Carol Mox. 
 

HIA would also like to recognize 
Councilman Tom Quirk and 
Pete Kriscumas for their assis-
tance in working with the Balti-
more County Public School sys-
tem to allow the HIA permission 
via an insurance waiver to use 
the Halethorpe Elementary 
School parking lot for this event. 

 
 

Joe Kinsey  

was a past  

president of 

the HIA. 

Bon-Fire Grill 

The Bon-Fire Outdoor Charcoal 
Grill is now open for business.  
Owners Panagiotis Dekiaris and 
Joannis Stavlas held the grand 
opening on August 11, 2013,   
This was the former location of 
Matt’s Eatery, which became an 
eyesore and had recurring code 
enforcement issues.  The site 
was sold and underwent major 
improvements to its appearance 
on Washington Boulevard.  It 
features indoor as well as out-
door seating serving “American 
cuisine with a Mediterranean 
kick.”  It serves breakfast, lunch 

and dinner.  Store hours are 
Monday-Thursday 7 AM - 8 PM, 
Friday-Saturday 7AM - 9:30 PM, 
and Sunday 11 AM - 7:30 PM. 
Prices range from $3.50 for soup 
up to $18.50 for a whole rack of 
ribs with 4 sides.  Entrees include 
rotisserie chicken, grilled ribs, 
grilled kabobs, burgers, pit or 
BBQ sandwiches.  They also 
serve sandwiches, subs  and sal-
ads.  Breakfast includes various 
types of tasty omelets. 
 
Did I make you hungry?  Go try 
it out and eat at the Bon-Fire 

Grill.  Tell your family and 
friends.  We finally have a re-
spectable business at this loca-
tion.  They need our support in 
order to thrive in this communi-
ty.  

Bon-Fire  
Outdoor Charcoal Grill 

 
4122 Washington Boulevard 

Halethorpe, MD  21227 
 

410-242-1600 
410-242-1601 
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 Pet Owners 

New Sidewalk  

Sustaining injuries after a loose 
dog attacked Gerry Fowler, 
HIA treasurer, and her dog, 
Katie, on Claridge Avenue, 
requests were made to Pete 
Kriscumas of Councilman 
Quirk’s office to remove the 
defaced pet warning signs locat-
ed at Halethorpe Elementary 
School near Gerry’s home and 
install news ones giving notice 
to pet owners that “Dogs must 
be leashed.”  The new signs are 
now up.  How well this  ordi-
nance can be enforced is still an 
issue.   

Southwestern Boulevard 

Beth Nikolai, Joe Grusch and 
Claire Fiedler for keeping the 
traffic islands along Ridge Road 
looking well kept, and Dave Ma-
son for mowing the weeds along 
the steps at Sulphur Spring Road. 
 
A very grateful thank you to all of  
you for taking the time to do this 
for the community. 
 
 
 

Adopt-A-Road 

As part of a public service program, 
the Halethorpe Improvement Associ-
ation adopted  Potomac Avenue 
to help keep a part of our community 
beautiful by having citizens volunteer 
once a month to pick up litter along 
this county road.  
 
If you are interested in helping, please 
contact Mike McAuliffe (410-247-
9470). 
 
Thank you Sara Harman and Jim-
mie Cockerill for picking up the 
liitter in May , Bill Carter for June 
and July, Kris Koelbel and his-
mother Diane Koelbel for remov-

ing the trash in August and Septem-
ber.   Kris has also been doing some 
additional work along Potomac Ave-
nue .   
 
Others who volunteer within the 
community include: 
 
Don Schaefer and David Dare for 
mowing a portion of Potomac Ave-
nue.  Charles and Kit Kokoski for 
weeding the Waelchli Avenue garden 
wall, Sandy Connally and Jim Na-
pier for mowing grass at First Avenue 
and the median strip along Oregon/
Carville Avenues, Ken McDaniel for 
keeping the flagpole site trimmed,  

At our last HIA meeting held in 
May, it was brought to our 
attention that  the sidewalk on 
Southwestern Boulevard at the 
I-95 underpass was not walka-
ble.  It had mud, vegetation, and 
debris all along the footpath.  
After a call to Delegate Jim-
my Malone, the State High-
way Administration  corrected 
the problem and did a thor-
ough clean up of the area.  The 
sidewalk is now usable to local 
as well as commuter pedestri-
ans and looks much more invit-
ing to use as a walkway.  

Before After  
The  

sidewalk  
is now  

usable to  
pedestrians. 

Mike McAuliffe, director of the 
Grounds Maintenance Commit-
tee, reported that the County 
removed a dam from Herbert’s 
Run  at a bridge overpass on 
Francis Avenue near the 7-11.  
During the process, the concrete 
and railings were damaged.  The 
Utility Department repaired the 
concrete, replaced the railings 
and applied a new coat of paint 
to them.  Mike said they did an 
excellent job.   
 

Another repair was done by 
Mike McAuliffe, Bill Carter 
and Dominic Gliko.  They 

used a concrete saw to create 
several drainage  channels on the 
sidewalks under the I-95 over-
pass on Carville and Oregon 
Avenues. These  channels allow 
the water to drain into the 
street versus the water pooling 
and creating a very slippery, 
slimy area on the sidewalk.  

 Repairs 

The new sidewalk on Sul-
phur Spring Road between 
the Arbutus Library and 
Shelbourne Road is cur-
rently under construction 
and should be completed 
soon.  The installation of 
the sidewalk will make it 
safer for  pedestrians walk-
ing along this stretch of 
road. The construction of 
the sidewalk took about 
six weeks at a cost of 
$300,000 to install. 
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The UMBC Neighborhood Rela-
tions Meeting was held on July 
24. HIA President Carol 
Mox attended this meeting.  
The purpose of this organization 
is to establish and maintain a 
cooperative relationship be-
tween UMBC and the surround-
ing communities.   
 
At this meeting, Lisa Akchin, 
UMBC Associate Vice President 
& Assistant to the President, 
introduced Tim Hall as the 
new Director of Athletics, Phys-
ical Education and Recreation.  
Hall served as the Director of 
Athletics at the University of 
Missouri-Kansas City prior to  
accepting his new position with 
UMBC.  He succeeds Dr. 
Charles Brown who retired on 
June 30.  Dr. Brown was the 

longest tenured NCAA Division 
I director in Maryland history.   
 
Several projects are in the de-
velopment stages.  UMBC plans 
to create a new traffic circle at 
the entrance/exit ramp from I-
195 to Hilltop Circle.  This 
would mean losing 120 parking 
spaces as this circle is being 
constructed.  The preliminary 
concept and solution to this 
parking shortage problem is to 
convert two vacant fields near 
the Wilkens Avenue/Hilltop 
entrance into surface parking 
lots creating over 300 more 
parking spaces.  The underuti-
lized parking lot near Shel-
bourne Road (Lot 25) is also 
being considered.  UMBC 
would like to encourage more 
people/students to use this lot.  

Plans are also underway to build 
a new sports arena.  The pro-
posed UMBC Events Center 
would replace the Retriever 
Activities Center (RAC Arena).  
The new facility will be 200,000 
gross square feet, consisting of 
meeting rooms and a large mult-
purpose  gathering space that 
can serve for student events.  
Construction of this building will 
allow UMBC the ability to host 
events and meetings that cur-
rently cannot be hosted on 
campus for lack of facilities.  

UMBC Neighborhood Relations 

May’s Meeting 

At our last  HIA meeting held in 
May, we were honored to have 
Senator Ed Kasemeyer 
speak about the legislative redis-
tricting of Districts12A and 12B 
into one district—District 12.  
Constituents in District 12 will  
now get to  vote for one sena-
tor and three delegates.  The 
primary election will be held on 
June 24, 2014. The filing dead-
line for candidates is February 
25, 2014.   
 
As Chairman of the Budget and 
Tax Committee, Senator 
Kasemeyer proudly an-
nounced that the state no long-
er has a deficit.  Two years ago 
there was a $2 billion deficit.  
The State Assembly worked 
hard to reduce this shortfall.  
There is now $700 million in 
the “rainy day” fund and a sur-
plus in the budget of $300 mil-
lion.   
 
Pete Kriscumas, legislative 
aide to Councilman Tom Quirk, 
reported on the storm water 
tax. The fee established is $21 
per year for a townhome and 

$39 per year for a single family 
home.  An executive order from 
the Baltimore County executive 
branch could change the fees. 
 
He also stated that Baltimore 
County Code Enforcement is 
increasing its fines, especially for 
repeat offenders.  An owner will 
be given a correction notice to 
clean up their property.  If they 
don’t comply, a citation with a 
possible fine will be written up.  
The fine charged is decided by 
the inspector.  If the property 
owner still does not comply, a 
court date is scheduled and if 
the homeowner is found guilty, 
a heftier fine could be adminis-
tered by the judge.   
 
Officer Tom Warehime, 
Wilkens Police Department 
Community Liaison, also spoke.  
He explained protocol when 
contacting the police depart-
ment about concerns.  He ex-
plained that Captain Irwin is a 
big proponent of going through 
the police chain of command 
before he personally needs to 
address a problem.   

Issues with animal control 
were also discussed.  The 
police department will only fill 
out a report if a person is 
bitten by an animal.  Animal 
Control handles issues pro-
tecting pets and fostering re-
sponsible ownership of pets.   
 
He also reported that a rash of 
daytime burglaries had oc-
curred in the area, one of 
which was Delegate DeBoy’s 
home.  Two 18 year old males 
were arrested on Birch Ave-
nue in connection with these 
crimes. Most of the items   
stolen were recovered.  
 
Please contact the Wilkens 
Police Department  if you are 
interested in getting a free 
home security survey with 
suggestions on how to protect 
your home and property.   
 
The police look to residents 
to report anything out of place 
going on in the neighborhood.  
If you notice any thing suspi-
cious, please call 911.   



 

PO Box 7306 
Halethorpe, MD  21227 

Calendar of Events 
 

2013 
 
September  
 
17    HIA Meeting 
 
October 
 
5 WPCRO Dance 
9 Chick-fil-a Night 
 HIA Fundraiser 
 
November 
 
19 HIA Meeting 
 
 
 

HALETHORPE 
IMPROVEMENT 
ASSOCIATION 

 
 

Nominations/Elections 

The Halethorpe Improvement Association (HIA), chartered in 1957, is a 501(c) 3, dedicated 
to preserving and enhancing the quality of life in our community. The association has forged 
partnerships with local elected leadership and various public and private sectors to best fos-
ter these efforts. Participation is voluntary and open to all households within our boundaries. 
Currently, we represent over 240 households. 

Halethorpe Improvement Association 

We’re on the web! 
www.halethorpe md.org 

 

Phone: 410-971-9455 
E-mail: 
halethorpe.improvement.assn@gmail.com 
 
NOTE: NEW E-MAIL ADDRESS 

Membership Dues Will Remain 
At 1990 Price 

The next HIA Meeting will be 
held at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, 
November 19, 2013, at the 
Good Shepherd Center. 

Next HIA Meeting 
Our membership drive continues for the 2013-
2014 term.   Please consider joining or renewing 
your membership.  At our Board meeting held in 
January 2013, it was agreed that the yearly mem-
bership dues should remain at the same price that 
it has been since 1990. What a deal! Yearly mem-
bership dues will continue at: $5.00 per Household; 
$4.00 per Retired Household, $3.00 per Individual.  
And if you care to give additional funds as a dona-
tion to HIA or the Grounds Maintenance Fund, we 
really appreciate that too.   Please contact Carol 
Mox for a renewal/application form. 

Disclaimer: While HIA has no reason to doubt the accuracy of any of the information supplied, we cannot, and do not 
guarantee its accuracy.  We are not responsible for errors, omissions, misuse or misinterpretation of information contained 
herein. 

WPCRO 
 

Wilkens Police  
Community Relations 

Organization 
 

Swing Dance 
Fundraiser 

 
Saturday, October 5 
8:00 PM to Midnight 

Dewey Lowman  
Post 109 

 
Tickets:  $20 per person 

 
Contact: 

Lorna Rudnikas 
410-461-9736 

rudnikasld@comcast.net 

Currently Under  
Construction 

The HIA is accepting nomina-
tions to fill two vacant posi-
tions.  We are in search of a 
6th and 7th Board Member.  
This position requires the board 
member to attend regularly 
scheduled HIA meetings with no 
more than 3 unexcused consec-
utive absences.  The second 
open position is for Recording 
Secretary.  The recording 
secretary is responsible for 
taking notes or recording the 
meetings and typing the infor-
mation to present at the next 
subsequent HIA meeting.  If you 
are interested in filling any of 
the positions, please contact 
Carol Mox (410-971-9455).  
Nominations will be accepted 
(you can nominate yourself).  
Voting will take place at the 
next HIA meeting . 


