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President’s Letter 
W e l c o m e 
Members!  I 
h o p e  y o u 
enjoyed your 
summer.  
 
As we begin our 
new session for 
2014-2015, I 

would like to point out the 
goals of our association.  The 
HIA exists 1) to promote, 
develop, and protect the 
interests and welfare of the 
property owners and residents 
of Halethorpe, 2) to foster and 
promote community spirit, 3) 
to maintain the quality of the 
neighborhood, and 4) to 
promote and engage in all kinds 
of civic and public benefit 
activities.   
 
There are several ways you can 
become involved within the 
Association.  First, become a 
member.  We are conducting 
our annual membership drive. If 
you are currently a member, 
please renew.    Promote the 
HIA to your neighbors.  We 
are always looking for new 

members to join.  The cost of 
membership is nominal. 
 
Second, attend a meeting/
event.  Meetings and events are 
open to all residents.  We 
welcome and encourage our 
neighbors to attend. Meetings are 
your connection to your fellow 
residents, association leaders, 
elected officials and the local 
police department. The purpose of 
HIA meetings are to keep you 
informed, seek ideas, discuss issues 
and to resolve any problems 
occurring within the community.  
 
Third, join a committee.  The 
mission of your association is the 
improvement of the services and 
living conditions in Halethorpe.  
This requires time and dedication 
of many of our neighbors.  We can 
a l w a y s  u s e  m o r e  h e l p .  
Committees involve the following 
areas:  street, road and landscaping 
improvements, event planning, 
m e m b e r s h i p  r e c r u i t m e n t /
marketing, finance, etc.  
 
Fourth, volunteer your time 
or donate funds If you can spare 
some time, your help would be 
appreciated.  If you don’t have the 

HIA Meeting 
The upcoming HIA meeting 
will be held on Tuesday, 
September 16, 2014, at 
7:30 p.m. at the Good 
Shepherd Services located 
at 4100 Maple Avenue, Hale-
thorpe, MD  21227.  Come at 
7:00 p.m. and enjoy some light 
refreshments . 
 

HIA Meetings are held on the 
third Tuesday of September, 
November, January, March and 
May. 

September-October 2014 

Welcome New Members! 
 

The Halethorpe Improvement Association  
would like to welcome its  

newest members. 
 

William  & Terry Baker 
Jeff & Kim Bruns 

Joshua & Holley Farley 
Barbara Treitley 

 
Thank you for joining the HIA and  

we hope to see you at  
our meetings.   

time, a monetary donation to HIA 
can help defray the cost of 
purchasing materials (mowers, gas, 
paint, brushes, etc.) to make 
improvements.  
 
Please let me know your interests 
and suggestions on how you would 
like to participate.    
 
As always, please feel free to 
contact me via e-mail or by phone 
to discuss issues that you feel are 
pertinent.  Let’s work together to 
make an even stronger, better 
organization.  Thank you. 
 

 
 
 
Carol Mox 
President 
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Arbutus Arts Festival 

For the first time, the HIA set 
up a booth at the Arbutus 
Arts Festival which was held 
on Sunday, May 18, 2014.   
Our booth was set up in the 
middle of the intersection at 
East Drive and Sulphur Spring 
Road. The weather was beau-
tiful, breezy, and comfortable  
which brought out crowds of 
people to view and purchase 
crafts at this event.  It also 
brought people to our booth 
to find out what the HIA does.  
Several people expressed 
interest in joining the associa-
tion and others expressed 
concerns or questioned what 
was going on within the com-
munity. 

Thank you to the following vol-
unteers who helped to man the 
booth: 
 

Sandy Cullen 
Dan Miller 
Carol Mox 

Jack Schaefer 
 
 

HIA Community Cleanup  
HIA’s annual Community 
Clean Up Day was held on 
Saturday, May 10, 2014 from 
7:00 a.m. to noon at Hale-
thorpe Elementary School.  
Three large dumpsters were 
filled with household and yard 
debris carried or dropped off 
by  residents living in the im-
mediate Halethorpe area and 
aided by HIA  volunteers.  
The Kokoski family did a 
wonderful job by arranging a 
pick up service to assist the 
elderly or disabled.  
 

We also received recognition 
in The Arbutus Times.  A 
pictorial page was printed in 
their May 13 issue. It was nice 
to see the HIA acknowledged 
for its work within the neigh-
borhood.  
 

A special thanks goes out to 
HIA members who helped 
make the Community Clean 
Up a success:   
 

Sandy Cullen 
Dr. Charles Kokoski 

John Kokoski 
Kip Kokoski 
Dan Miller 
Carol Mox 

Stephen Rest 
Don Schaefer 

This year was the first time we did 
not have to get assistance from 
Councilman Quirk’s office to 
get an insurance waiver from 
BCPS.  We got one on our own 
without a hitch. Amazing! 
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Halethorpe in Red, White and Blue 

Pre-July 4th Clean Up 

HIA member Kris Koelbel 
spearheaded a clean-up crew to 
pick up trash and debris along 
Tom Day Boulevard, Southwest-
ern Boulevard, East Drive, Ore-
gon Avenue and Carville Avenue 
on the evening of Wednesday, 
July 2, 2014, prior to the 4th of 
July festivities.  The parade 
route and drop-off areas looked 
spotless. Volunteer crew mem-
bers included: 
 

Danny Coolahan 
Kris Koelbel 

Mike McAuliffe 
Dan Miller 
Carol Mox 
Joe Powell 

Thank You! 

Halethorpe was decorated in 
patriotic colors for the 4th of 
July.  HIA member Diane 
Koelbel was instrumental in 
purchasing and adorning vari-
ous locations with help from  
son Kris Koelbel and Sandy 
Cullen, throughout Hale-
thorpe (Oregon Avenue, Po-
tomac Avenue and the Gar-
den Wall on Waelchli Ave-

nue) with ornaments of red, 
white and blue. Halethorpe 
looked amazing for the July 4th 
festivities in honor  of our 
nation’s birthday.  The Ko-
koski’s made a generous do-
nation toward the cost of the 
decorations. 
 
 

Halethorpe 
 

 looked very  
 

impressive  
 

for the  
 

4th of July. 
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in Team BCPS and emphasizes 
the roles that everyone plays in 
making sure that BCPS schools, 
staff and students are successful.  
Superintendent Dance stated 
that he would like to continue 
to hold regular meetings with 
community leaders for their 
input and to keep us informed. 
 
This event was very well attend-
ed by Baltimore County com-
munity leaders.  Carol Mox had 
the privilege of sitting next to 
Kevin D. Smith, Chief Admin-
istrative and Operations Officer 
for the BCPS system and 
SueAnn Griffin, President of the 
West Towson Neighborhood 

Association. Other community 
leaders at her table were from 
the Randallstown and Liberty 
Road areas.   
 
For more information: 
www.bcps.org/teamBCPS/btsiyt/ 
 
 

Danny Coolahan ,  HIA 
member and Cubmaster for 
Cub Scout Pack 764 for the 
Ha le thorpe /Re lay  Un i ted 
Methodist Church, put his 
scouts to work.  He had his 
troop landscape the area with 
shrubbery  on both sides of the 
newly rebuilt stone steps 
located on Oregon Avenue at 
Link Avenue.  They also planted 
another tree or two in some 
empty spots along the median.  
They did an outstanding job 
making Halethorpe look 
beautiful!   

The HIA will hold its elections  at the up-
coming September 2014 meeting.  Nomi-
nations are now being accepted for all of-
ficer (president, vice president, treasurer, 
recording secretary) and board member 
positions.  This is your chance to make a 
difference. 
 

Anyone interested in submitting their 
name, please contact : 

 
Carol Mox by email or by phone 

 410-971-9455. 

HIA Nominations are being Accepted Carville/Oregon Avenue Steps 

Baltimore County Public School  

Carol Mox, President of the 
HIA, along with many other 
Baltimore County community 
leaders, attended an invitational 
breakfast in Hunt Valley on 
August 14, 2014, hosted by 
Baltimore County Public 
Schools Superintendent Dr. S. 
Dallas Dance to discuss the 
school system issues and 
trends and the system’s “Back 
to School Involves You, Too!" 
campaign. Designed for both 
stakeholders (teachers, par-
ents, students) in the school 
system and households that do 
not have children in BCPS, the 
campaign invites all community 
members to become involved 

New Relay 
Elementary School 
Relay Elementary School will 
be getting a new school built. 
Plans are for the new school 
to remain at its current loca-
tion at 5885 Selford Road.  
Construction on the new 700 
seat building will increase the 
capacity of the school by 285 
seats.  Phase I of construction 
is expected to start in Octo-
ber 2014 and the project 
should be completed for the 
2016-2017 school year. The 
new school will be air condi-

tioned, designed to be more 
energy efficient in order to 
obtain a LEED silver rating, will 
have two new ball fields, and 
have wireless Internet access,  
The project is expected to cost 
$34.6 million. 
 
For more information: 
www.bcps.org/construction/
southwest/ 
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There are always “punch list” items or minor tasks 
that need to be addressed whenever a major pro-
ject is close to completion or has been completed.  
One of those items needing attention was the land 
site located on the Winans Avenue side of the 
MARC Train Station.  While the new train station 
was being built, this area was used by the con-
struction crew to park their equipment.  During 
this phase, the ground was marred with tire tracks, 
loss of grass, and  a “crush and run” driveway was 
put in for use by the crew.   Since then, grass had 
been planted at this location, but it still looked 
rough.  
 
HIA member and Landscaping Committee Chair, 
Michael McAuliffe, contacted Delegate Jimmy 
Malone to ask if further repair work was going to 
be done to the area.  Delegate Malone visited site 
and determined that additional landscaping was 
needed to improve the look. The MARC Train 
Station is responsible for the maintenance of this 
area and was then made aware of the condition of 
the lot.  MARC agreed with Malone and McAuliffe.  
Additional landscaping was done to the site over 
the summer.   

The ground was graded again and more soil was 
added to the land.  Grass seed was planted and 
covered with hay to allow germination to take 

MARC Train  Station Site Landscaped 

In May, legislation was passed by 
Baltimore County that would 
limit the hours of operation of 
hookah and vapor lounges in 
Baltimore County. Hookah bars 
must close by 12:00 a.m. 
(midnight).    
 
Led by neighbor Patsy Mur-
ray, residents of Poplar Avenue 
and business owners in Arbutus 
recently expressed their con-
cerns at a neighborhood meet-
ing held on August 12, 2014, at 
DePaolo’s Restaurant, voicing 
that further restrictions must 
be put in place to bring this 
type of business under control. 
Captain Douglas Irwin of the 
Wilkens Police Department and 
Pete Kriscumas, legislative 
aide to Councilman Quirk, 
spoke at the meeting. HIA 
President Carol Mox was in 
attendance as well as elected 
officials Senator Kasemeyer 
and Delegate DeBoy . 
 
Problems still exist with hookah 

bars:  late night disruptions with-
in the neighborhood, increased 
police service calls when people 
are leaving the premises, public 
intoxication, increase in trash and 
health concerns. Residents are 
also seeing an increase in drug 
trafficking along their street as 
well as teenagers out on the main 
streets after midnight. 
 
After listening to their concerns, 
the Wilkens Police Department 
and Baltimore County Council-
man Quirk’s office are working 
with the local citizens and busi-
nesses to help reduce the prob-
lems that exist.  Future legislation 
needs to be enacted to hold 
business owners of hookah bars 
more accountable regarding the 
actions of their customers. 
 
Arbutus has two hookah bars 
located on East Drive.  Habibah 
Café & Hookah Lounge at 5304 
East Drive and Cloudz Hookah 
Lounge at 5410 East Drive. 

Legislation for Hookah Lounges 

MARC  

did  

additional  

landscaping  

to the train  

station site. 

Michael McAuliffe, Director of our 
Grounds Maintenance Committee, 
has been working hard this summer to 
ensure the upkeep  in the appearance 
of our community.  Working with his 
assistant Joe Powell, you may have 
seen them mowing, edging, weeding, 
mulching, watering, cutting back brush, 
emptying trash cans, litter and dumped 
debris along common areas of Hale-
thorpe. They do a wonderful job! 
 
A generous donation from the Ice 
Cream Cottage enabled HIA to 
plant six Crape Myrtle trees on the 
hillside of Waelchli Garden Wall lead-
ing to Sulphur Spring Road.  Council-
man Tom Quirk, President of Re-
tirement & Investment Group, LLC 
also made a  generous monetary 
donation towards the HIA’s landscap-
ing efforts.   
 
Other dedicated HIA volunteers who 
help make Halethorpe look attractive 
during the spring, summer, and fall 
months donating their time by planting 
trees or planting flowers in the medi-
ans, or mowing the median grass are: 

Grounds Maintenance 

 

place over the fall and winter 
months.  By next spring, this 
area should look green and 
attractive. 

After 

Before 

Jim Napier, Ken McDaniels, 
Sandy Connally, John Koko-
ski, Don Schaefer and Mi-
chael and Maria McAuliffe. 
Thank you for your efforts. Hale-
thorpe is looking good! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As part of a public service pro-
gram, the Halethorpe Improve-
ment Association adopted  Po-
tomac Avenue to help keep a 
part of our community beautiful 
by having citizens volunteer once 
a month to pick up litter along 
this county road. If you are inter-
ested in helping, please contact 
Mike McAuliffe (410-247-
9470). 
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UMBC Connection 

On May 12, 2014, UMBC offi-
cially announced to community 
leaders that  the Retriever’s 
Activity Center (RAC) facility 
will be replaced with an Events 
Arena.  The new center will 
host community events and be 
the location for hosting UMBC 
Retrievers’ sports teams.  The 
events center is expected to be 
completed within the 2017-
2018 school year and will be 
situated where the current 
UMBC Stadium and baseball 
fields are located.  The $85 
million center will include 5,000 
permanent seats and will be a 
multi-flex space to allow for 
various types of events to take 
place.   HIA members Carol 
Mox and Sandy Cullen were 
in attendance.  Speakers at this 
event were UMBC President 
Freeman Habrowski, Dele-
gate James E. Malone, Jr., 

Baltimore County Council-
man Tom Quirk.   
 
UMBC has also begun construc-
tion of its Campus Gateway 
Project.  This will address the 
traffic and safety issues on the 
campus and includes: 1) a large 
traffic rotary to be constructed 
at Hilltop Circle and UMBC 
Boulevard, 2) a smaller rotary 
will be constructed as a drop-off 
point for pedestrians near the 
administrative building, 3) anoth-
er traffic rotary will be con-
structed at UMBC Boulevard 
and BW Tech Research Park.   
Due to construction, UMBC 
Boulevard will be reduced from 
4 lanes to 2 lanes and parking 
will no longer be allowed along 
this road.  Additional surface 
parking is being created at 
Hilltop Circle and Wilkens Ave-
nue.  

An informal presentation was 
held by the Maryland State 
Highway Administration on 
Thursday, July 24, 2014, at Ar-
butus Town Hall to apprise area 
residents of several projects 
taking place in the near future.   
 
1. The replacement of two I-

695 Inner Loop bridges 
over Benson Avenue, 
Amtrak, US 1 and Leeds 
Avenue.  When completed, 
an additional lane along I-
695 will be open to traffic. 

2. A new entrance ramp will 
be built on Southwestern 
Blvd. to provide a direct 
connection between US 1 
and the I-695 Inner Loop 
ramp. The Leeds Avenue 
ramp will close. 

3. The median barrier re-
placement from south of I-
895 bridge to the I-95 
northbound lane bridge. 

Hotdogs! Hotdogs! Get your 
hotdogs!  Located on the cor-
ner of Oregon Avenue and 
Sulphur Spring Road, Hutz 
Hotdogs opened on July 4, 
2014.  
 
Owned by Amber Hutzler 
(hence, the name Hutz) and her 

mother, Dena Hutzler Bayne, the 
stand is open for business 7 days 
a week from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 
p.m. and will be open year round.  
Plans are to install an awning 
above the order window and to 
get an outdoor heater for the 
side where the picnic table is 
located so that patrons can eat 

Hutz Hotdogs 

outside when the weather gets 
cold.  Amber says, “Business 
has been brisk.” 
 
Hotdogs are an all American 
staple—right up there with 
apple pie and hamburgers.  
Hutz Hotdogs serves regular, 
Polish and kosher hotdogs of-
fering various toppings, as well 
as specialty-made hotdogs, such 
as the slaw dog, Rueben dog, 
border dog, and Texas dog.  
Meal deals are also offered 
(hotdog, chips, drink). Try their 
fresh squeezed lemonade  too; 
it’s delicious.  Other beverages 
include coffee, tea, water, bot-
tled soda. Prices range from 
$.65 for chips up to $5.00 for a 
meal deal.  Prices and hours of 
operation are subject to change 
at the business owner’s discre-
tion. 
 
 
 

 

SHA I-695/US 1 Projects 

4. The retrofitting of US 1 
with bicycle lanes from 
the Baltimore City Line 
to US1 Alternate, a 
distance of approxi-
mately 2 miles. 

 
Other work along Route 1 
includes resurfacing existing 
roadway pavement, recon-
structing pedestrian curb 
ramps, sidewalks, and drive-
ways, making improvements 
to traffic barriers and drain-
age, etc.   
 
This is a three year project 
which is expected to begin in 
the Fall 2014.  Be aware that 
there will be traffic impacts 
and detours as the project 
proceeds.   

Membership 

The Halethorpe Improve-
ment Association is promot-
ing its membership drive for 
the 2014-2015 term.  We 
are looking for existing 
members to renew their 
membership and new mem-
bers to join. 
 
Please consider renewing 
your membership for the 
new term.  If you receive a 
renewal application form in 
the mail or with your news-
letter, please take time to 
complete the application and 
send it in with your mem-
bership dues.   We can only 
exist as an organization with 
your help as a member. 
 
 

Please  
Renew Your  
Membership 
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General Election 

 

The General Election will be 
held on Tuesday, November 4, 
2014, with early voting sched-
uled from October 23 through 
October 30, 2014.   
 
Here is a list of state and coun-
ty candidates running for elec-
tion: 
 
Governor/Lt. Governor 
 
Democratic 
Anthony Brown / Ken Ulman 
Republican 
Larry Hogan / Boyd Rutherford 
 
Comptroller 
 
Democratic 
Peter Franchot 
Republican 
William H. Campbell 
 
 

 

Don’t  

Forget 

 to Vote on  

November 4, 

2014 

Baltimore County  
Executive 
 
Democratic 
Kevin Kamenetz 
Republican 
George Harman 
 
Baltimore County  
Councilman—District 1 
 
Democratic 
Tom Quirk  
Republican 
Albert Nalley 
 

Attorney General 
 
Democratic 
Brian E. Frosh 
Republican 
Jeffrey N. Pritzker 
 
Legislative District 12 
State Senator: 
 
Democratic 
Edward J. Kasemeyer 
Republican 
Jesse Tyler Pippy 
 
House of Delegates: 
 
Democratic 
Eric Ebersole 
Terri L. Hill 
Clarence K. Lam 
Republican 
Gordon Bull 
Joseph D. “Joe” Hooe 
Rick Martel 

The Wilkens Police & Commu-
nity Relations Organization is 
sponsoring a fundraising dance 
on Saturday, October 4, 2014, 
from 8:00 p.m. to midnight at 
the American Legion Post 
#109.  Tickets are $20 per 
person.  50/50 raffle tickets are 
also being sold.  For tickets 
contact Lorna Rudnikas  410-
461-9736.  Please see Lorna 
Rudnikas, Sandy Cullen or 
Carol Mox  to purchase 50/50 
raffle tickets. 
 
Please show your support of 
the men and women officers of 
the Wilkens Precinct. 
 
 

WPCRO Dance BGE 

BGE has been working in the 
Arbutus/Halethorpe area to 
upgrade its natural gas pipes 
and equipment. BGE refers to 
this project as Operation 
Pipeline. In order to replace 
these pipelines from cast iron 
and steel pipes to new, dura-
ble gas mains  BGE had to 
gain access by digging up the 
streets.  Many residents have 
questioned whether the 
streets will be repaved once 
BGE is finished its project.   
 
BGE has stated that “once all 
gas mains and meters are 
replaced, BGE’s paving con-
tractor will repave disturbed 
road surfaces, and temporary 
patches to sidewalks will be 
replaced with new concrete.  
Any disturbed grass will be re
-seeded and stabilized and 
BGE will return during the 
growing season to ensure 
new growth is well estab-
lished.” 



 

PO Box 7306 
Halethorpe, MD  21227 

HALETHORPE 
IMPROVEMENT 
ASSOCIATION 

The Halethorpe Improvement Association (HIA), chartered in 1957, is a 501(c) 3, dedicated 
to preserving and enhancing the quality of life in our community. The association has forged 
partnerships with local elected leadership and various public and private sectors to best fos-
ter these efforts. Participation is voluntary and open to all households within our boundaries. 
Currently, we represent over 240 households. 

Halethorpe Improvement Association 

We’re on the web! 
www.halethorpe md.org 

 

Phone: 410-971-9455 
E-mail: 
halethorpe.improvement.assn@gmail.com 
Website:  www.halethorpemd.org 
 
NOTE: NEW E-MAIL & WEBSITE 
ADDRESS 

Membership Dues Will Remain 
At 1990 Price 

The next HIA Meeting will be 
held at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, 
November 18, 2014, at the 
Good Shepherd Services. 

Next HIA Meeting 
Our membership drive continues for the 2014-
2015 term.   Please consider joining or renewing 
your membership.  At our Board meeting held in 
January 2013, it was agreed that the yearly 
membership dues should remain at the same price 
that it has been since 1990. What a deal! Yearly 
membership dues will continue at: $5.00 per 
Household; $4.00 per Retired Household, $3.00 
per Individual.  And if you care to give additional 
funds as a donation to HIA or the Grounds 
Maintenance Fund, we really appreciate that too.   
If you want to receive the newsletter via US 
Mail, please add $2 to the membership dues; 
no additional cost for the e-mail  version. Please 
contact Carol Mox for a renewal/application form. 

Disclaimer: While HIA has no reason to doubt the accuracy of any of the information supplied, we cannot, and do not 
guarantee its accuracy.  We are not responsible for errors, omissions, misuse or misinterpretation of information contained 
herein. 

If you can,  

please give a  

donation to the 

HIA General 

Fund or  the 

Grounds  

Maintenance 

Fund 

when you  

renew your HIA 

membership. 

Visit Us! 

Open Positions  
 
The  H IA  i s  a c cep t i n g 
nominations to fill two vacant 
positions.  We are in search 
of a  Secretary.  The 
secretary is responsible for 
taking notes or recording the 
meetings and typing the 
information to present at the 
next subsequent HIA meeting. 
We are also looking for a 
new Board Member.   
Board.  If you are interested in 
filling either of these positions, 
please contact Carol Mox (410
-971-9455).  Nominations will 
be accepted (you can nominate 
yourself).  Voting will take place 
at the next HIA meeting . 

 
 


