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President’s Message 

It was a crazy summer weather wise 
with the extreme amounts of rainy 
downpours interrupted only with 
stints of extreme heat and humidity, 
but I don’t have to remind you of 
that. You felt it too. The most 
momentous event of all this crazy 
weather was the Memorial Day 
floods that hit Balto.Co west and 
southwest and our neighbors along 
the Patapsco River. It was 
devastating to see our neighbors in 
Ellicott City take another blow after 
just rebuilding from a catastrophic 
flood just 2 yrs. ago. Many of our 
own members living along Herberts 
Run East and West Branch suffered 
flood damage. And I think most  

 

everyone in our HIA area 
experienced wet basements. I 
witnessed lots of pick-up trucks 
going over the Francis Ave. bridge 
loaded with wet carpet headed 
toward the dump on Hollins Ferry 
Rd. 

This weather made the perfect 
ingredients for green lawns, but it 
also challenged our Grounds Maint. 
volunteers. I am very proud of 
everyone of the HIA grass mowers 
that took on the challenge and kept 
Halethorpe’s public grassy areas 
looking good. This year required 
almost twice as many mows as usual 
during this season. 

HIA is more than just mowing, 
planting, weeding and decorating. 
HIA hosted 2 community events this 
summer, and I would like to thank 
past HIA president Carol Mox for 
heading up both of these events. 
There is way more work in planning 
a community event than most 
realize. More about these events in 
the newsletter. 

 

May meeting recap 

Del. Ebersole and Del. Hill spoke at 
the meeting and updated us on the 
latest news coming from the close of 
the Annapolis General Assy. 
Session. Ofc. Warehime spoke. 
Aide to Councilman Quirk, Pete 
Kriscumas spoke. Pete barely got 
out all his news before the hall 
started leaking through the walls. It 
started raining heavily while he was 
speaking, and a combination of 
clogged rain gutters and window 
wells set up a bad scenario. Luckily, 
we had some members of the church 
on hand, and they knew where the 
mops and buckets were. They called 
in the troops from home, and they  

 

showed up with wet vacs. The 
church sent us a special thanks for 
the help of Pete Kriscumas and Bill 
Carter and everyone else for 
helping bail it out. Primary 
contestant for County Council 1, 
Sheila Ruth spoke briefly and 
fielded questions. 

 

Annual Community 
Clean-up Day  By Carol Mox 

HIA’s annual Community Clean-Up 
Day was held on Saturday, June 2, 
2018, from 7:00 a.m. to noon at 
Halethorpe Elementary 
School.  Three large dumpsters were 
filled to the top with household and 
yard debris carried or dropped off 
by residents living in the immediate 
Halethorpe area and aided by HIA 
volunteers. 

Every year Charles, John and Kip 
Kokoski do a wonderful job by 
arranging a pickup service to assist 
the elderly or disabled and then 
drive to each person’s residence to 
haul their debris to the elementary 
school. We are very grateful to them 
that HIA is able to offer this service. 

A big thank you also goes out to 
Mary Kokoski, Carol Mox, 
Charles Kokoski for distributing 
the flyers in the neighborhood 
announcing this event.  

To the HIA members who helped 
make the day of the Community 
Clean Up a success, thank 
you: Sandy Cullen 
Delegate Terri Hill 
Dr. Charles Kokoski 
John Kokoski 
Kip Kokoski 
Mel Catterton 
Dan Miller 
Carol Mox 
Stephen Rest 
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Carol added “Money from 
Baltimore County seems to be very 
tight for the upcoming year as well 
as the availability of the dumpster 
contractors.  Therefore, I have 
jumped ahead and put in the HIA 
application for a Community Clean-
Up for 2019.”  
 

 
photo courtesy of Carol Mox 

 

 
photo courtesy of Carol Mox 

 

 
photo courtesy of Carol Mox 

 
 
An added note: Someone brought a 
tire to the clean up and tossed it in 

the dumpster, costing HIA a 
$150.00 penalty. It was clearly 
stated on our flyer that tires on rims 
were unacceptable. We ask that 
people please refrain from doing 
this next year. 
 

 
National Night Out Event 

The Halethorpe Civic League and 
the Halethorpe Improvement 
Association joined together to 
celebrate National Night Out 
(NNO).  National Night Out is an 
annual community-building 
campaign that promotes police-
community partnerships and 
neighborhood camaraderie to make 
our neighborhoods a safer, better 
place to live. Together, we are 
making that happen. 

National Night Out enhances the 
relationship between neighbors and 
law enforcement while bringing 
back a true sense of community and 
provides a great opportunity to bring 
police and neighbors together under 
positive circumstances. 

Halethorpe's National Night was 
held on August 7 in the evening at 
the Halethorpe Community Center 
at on Northeast Avenue. We’re glad 
you joined us to honor the recipients 
of our 2018 Community Leadership 
Award:  

Community – Halethorpe 
Improvement Association: Sandra 
L. Cullen 

Community – Halethorpe Civic 
League:  Ireland Hawkins 

Government – Maryland’s District 
12: Senator Edward J. Kasemeyer 

Law Enforcement – BCPD Wilkens 
Precinct 1: Captain Eliot M. 
Latchaw 

Business – Vehicles for 
Change: Martin Schwartz, 
President  

First Responders – BCoFD 
Halethorpe Station 5: Captain 
Gregory S. Bean 
 
There were hotdogs on the grill, 
sodas, snowballs, face-painting and 
live music.  Among the donor 
vendors were Vehicles For Change 
and Bon Fire. The highlight of the 
evening was the surprise visit of the 
Balto. Co. police helicopter circled 
above and finally came in for a 
landing. It certainly got the kids 
attention and they ran to it for a 
tour. The event was attended by 
many Precinct 1 police of every 
rank and many fireman. Many of 
our elected officials and their Aides 
came too. Congressman Sarbanes, 
Sen. Kasemeyer, Del Ebersole, 
Del. Lam and Mr. Pete 
Kriscumas.  
 

 
Carol Mox hosting the HIA table 
 
 

 
BCoFD Station 5 
 

 
BCPD Explorers 



 

 
Bon Fire snowballs 

Otis Collins and Carol Mox present 
Halethorpe Heritage book to raffle 
winner 

L to R Sen. Kasemeyer, Del. Lam, 
Sandy Cullen, Carol Mox, Otis 
Collins, Del. Ebersole 

More NNO photos on last page  

 

 Grounds Maintenance 

 
Halethorpe is extremely lucky to 
have a dedicated volunteer grass 
mowing group of guys. You’ve seen 
their work. We don’t want to ever 
underestimate their work or take 
them for granted, so we would like 
to acknowledge them again. They 
were so loyal this summer. They use 

their own mowers and gas. Their 
service is of No.1 importance to 
Halethorpe’s well-being. Jim 
Napier, John Merson, Frank 
Simmons, Sandy Connally, Ken 
McDaniels, Dan Coolahan, Jimmy 
Zinkand, Mike McAuliffe and 
Dave Dare.  

 

We would like to Thank Tye Klein 
for stepping up to help out this year. 
We hope to have him on the team 
again next year. 

Tye is not a native of this area, but 
he married Linsey (Hartzel) who is. 
They decided to buy a house here a 
few years ago and raise a family. 
They have one baby girl so far.  

After many years of hard and 
rugged use HIA’s push behind 
mower finally blew a gasket. It 
began using as much oil as gas, so 
the Board elected to replace it with a 
new one. We use this small mower 
for getting into the tight spots that a 
riding mower cannot.  

 

This is the Time of year we remind 
our members that HIA has a 
Grounds Maintenance fund that 
helps supplement our volunteers’ 
efforts. Much of the work of weed-
wacking, cutting back thicket and 
Poison Ivy and curb edging is paid 
for by this fund. Please consider 
donating to this fund while 
renewing your membership form for 
2018-2019, which is this newsletter. 

 

Thank you Diane and Kris Koelbel 
for decorating the Halethorpe-
Arbutus sign on Oregon Ave. in a 
festive Independence Day motif. It 
went along perfectly with the events 
on Oregon Ave. for the Forth, like 
the Arbutus Firecracker 10k race 
and Arbutus 4th of July Parade. 
Speaking of parade I was hoping 
HIA could drum up a few members 
that would like to walk in the parade 
to represent us next year. 
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Tree planting 

Don Schaefer, Mike and Joe 
planted about a dozen Arborvitae 
trees and a few Sycamore and 
Maple trees in the neighborhood, 
but unfortunately 6 Arborvitaes 
succumbed to the heat. The 
Arborvitaes were donated by the 
business association, and the 
hardwoods were raised from potted 
saplings by Bill Carter and Mike 
McAuliffe. They have more ready 
to plant. Just waiting for wetter 
cooler weather. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Bylaw changes 

HIA held a board meeting in 
August. Most of the discussion was 
about a few proposed bylaw 
changes, and several changes were 
voted on and passed. Members must 
now attend 2 meetings within a 12 
month rolling period to vote on 
questions that come to the floor. In 
order to vote for Board members at 

the November meeting, one must be 
a member for at least a year. 
Membership dues were raised to 
$7.00/yr. The senior and single 
household membership was 
eliminated. And US mailed 
newsletters have gone up to 
$3.00/yr. 

 

Membership Renewal time 

It’s that time of year again that we 
ask our members to renew their 
membership. Your continued 
support of HIA shows us that you 
are a concerned homeowner of 
Halethorpe and that you care about 
the future of your neighborhood. 
There is no doubt that Halethorpe 
continues to thrive, because of your 
support for us. You have either 
decided to live in your childhood 
neighborhood or bought a house 
here because you believe in 
Halethorpe and Arbutus. You live in 
one of the last Baltimore Metro 
neighborhoods so convenient to 
everything; 2 major city centers, 
airport, commuter rail station, state 
park, I-95, & world-renowned 
brewery tap house. It’s still safe. It’s 
still affordable. So don’t lose it. Get 
active. You will find a renewal 
form attached. Please consider 
donating to HIA above and 
beyond to help us fulfill our 
mission. 

 

Community Outreach 

Mike McAuliffe represented HIA in 
a meeting that was called by Ofc. 
Warehime in mid-August to 
address the concerns that many 
Halethorpe and Arbutus residents 
have been expressing about the 
seemingly increasing homeless 
population in the area, especially in 
the Arbutus downtown business 

areas. The unusual amount of 
vagrancy on the MTA bus benches 
and elsewhere throughout these 2 
neighborhoods has brought concern.  
Also invited to the meeting was 
Greater Arbutus Business Assoc. 
president, Betina Tebo; Organizer 
of a relatively new group, 
Concerned Citizens of Greater 
Arbutus, Jennifer Gower, and 
pastor of Matt’s House, Rob 
Benson. Also in attendance was 
Wilkens Police Cpt. Latchew, and 2 
other police. 

Each in attendance probably has a 
different opinion of the meeting’s 
outcome, but the big positive that 
came from it is that the police are on 
board with the community in 
curbing the behavior that is drawing 
citizen concern. The police have 
been extra vigilant to this activity 
since the meeting, and patrol 
officers have been responding very 
quickly to service calls of sleepers 
and drunkards. Their commitment to 
helping with this lingering problem 
is appreciated, and an improvement 
has definitely been noticed in the 
past few weeks. We will continue 
this partnership as long as the 
problem persists.  We were 
instructed by Ofc. Warehime to call 
the 911 when we see this activity 
and behavior. In fact, all citizens are 
encouraged dial 911 when they see 
someone sleeping or passed out on a 
bus bench or in public anywhere or 
when you witness someone 
panhandling at a traffic light, all of 
which are illegal in Balto. Co. 
Possessing and open container of 
alcohol is illegal too. For bus 
benches and bus shelter vagrancy 
problems Ofc. Warehime asked us 
to call MTA police too @ 410-454-
7720. He made MTA aware of the 
problem and asked for stricter 
enforcement from them as well. 

 



 

Guinness Open Gate 
Brewery & Barrel House 

photo courtesy of Guinness 
This long-anticipated facility finally 
opened its originally conceived tap 
house design. Many have been 
enjoying Guinness’ locally brewed 
libations in their temporary taste 
room, but this second phase project 
is very impressive and comfortable. 
It is extraordinarily roomy inside 
and out. The outside gives an urban 
park-like setting. There are at least a 
dozen original recipe beers, stouts, 
and ales on tap. Even if you don’t 
partake in quality beer, stop on in 
and have a bite from a food truck, 
sit a spell, and listen to the life 
music and meet some neighbors. 

If you paid a visit, feel free to post 
your photos on HIA’s new facebook 
group page. 

 

Concerned Citizens of 
Greater Arbutus (CCGA) 

Reps. from CCGA will introduce 
themselves at this meeting and 
explain their plans. CCGA is a 
group that is in the midst of forming 
to advocate for the Arbutus 
community. They hosted a meeting 
at the AVFD in August and have 
another planned for Sept. 13. This 
group started out as a facebook 
group last year, but the 
administrators would now like to 

turn it into a community 
organization similar to HIA.   

 

Halethorpe 
Improvement 
Association  

 

 

Our Facebook Group now has 28 
members. Only members of the HIA 
organization are admitted. We feel 
this criterion will keep the integrity 
of the group’s purpose. This is not 
your kid’s facebook. No gossip 
here. Visit our facebook page for 
photos and news that would not fit 
in this newsletter. Feel free to add 
your own news or questions about 
the neighborhood. 

 

In Memoriam  

Longtime Halethorpe resident, HIA 
member and community youth 
mentor, Paul Arca, sadly passed 
away Aug. 26. Paul and his wife 
moved to a large house on Selma 
Ave. in 1966, where he and his wife 
Lorraina went on to raise 9 children, 
many of whom we went to school 
with at Ascension. Paul took on 
many unofficial titles in the 
neighborhood, but probably best 
known as the founder of the Arbutus 
Soap Box Derby. A write-up in the 
Arbutus Patch by his son, Victor, 
sums Paul’s community service 
line-up the best…”He was the 

scoutmaster of Boy Scout (& Cub 

Scout) Troop 764 for over 23 years, 

a dedicated supporter of his church, 

a coach for the Arbutus Little 

League and Arbutus Softball, and 

involved in many other community 

volunteer activities. He was devoted 

to community service, and taught 

the boys to do all they can to help 

others. Paul was an encouraging 

leader, and he was a mentor to 

many young boys and girls (a father 

figure to a lot of them), and helped 

them to become successful adults 

who also contributed to the 

community.” Victor’s complete 

write-up can be read at this link. 
https://patch.com/maryland/arbut

us/passing-paul-arca-founder-

arbutus-soap-box-derby 

 

We often call on Balto. Co. 
Highways and State Highways 
Admin. alerting them of issues that 
should be taken care of, and they are 
usually very attentive. We would 
like to thank them for helping. We 
often call BGE, MTA (MARC), 
Balto Co. Utilities, and sometimes 
Code Enforcement. All these 
agencies have avenues to fix 
problems citizens bring to their 
attention. Don’t be afraid to call 
upon them.  
 
 

 
before 
 

 
after 
 



Good Shepherd Center 

 
Sister Mary Carol called Michael in 
early summer to update him on the 
latest. The original bidder left the 
negotiating table.  GSC were hoping 
to have settled on the property by 
July 5th, but the buyer withdrew. 
They are now under contract with be 

a 6 month process. There is still 
24/7 security on the premises. Sister 
Mercy still goes to work there 
everyday, and the facilities 
maintenance guy comes in about 6  
times per week. Sister Mary Carol is 
pretty settled in Danville PA now.  
the 2nd bidder, and it will probably  
 

A credible source contacted HIA 
and said the original bidder 
approached county officials stating 
that if successful in purchasing the 
property their intention was to build 
450 houses on the GCS property.  
 
 
 
 

 

 
Halethorpe National Night Out

 
                                Halethorpe National Night Out 

 
 

Next Meeting 

Tuesday Sept. 18 @ 7:30pm 

Halethorpe-Relay United Methodist Church 

4513 Ridge Ave. 



 
 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL & APPLICATION 

2018 - 2019 
(Membership Year is from September 2018 to August 2019) 

 
Mission Statement:  The Halethorpe Improvement Association (HIA), chartered in 1957, is dedicated to preserving and enhancing the quality of life 
in our community. The association has forged partnerships with local elected leadership and various public and private sectors to best foster these 
efforts. Participation is voluntary and open to all households within or outside our boundaries.  
 
Sign-up today.  Become a part of the unified voice of over 200 households.  The membership meets the third Tuesday of September, November, 
January, March and May.  A bi-monthly newsletter is sent to each member household to update them on the work of the organization and all 
current issues of interest. 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------(cut and return below with payment)------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

 MEMBER INFORMATION 
Please print 

 
Name:               
 
Address:               
 
               
 
Telephone Number:             
 
E-Mail Address:              
  (inclusion of your E-Mail address allows us to update you on events between newsletters) 
 

I would like to receive the newsletter:   □ via E-mail       □ via US Mail   (add $3.00 for postage to 

Membership Dues) 
 

*************************************************************** 
DUES 

 (Please check one box) 
 

    □ Family Household membership- $7.00         

 
Please make checks payable to Halethorpe Improvement Association 

 
*********************************************** 

CONTRIBUTION 
We are a non-profit 501(c)3 organization.  Monetary contributions are gratefully accepted and acknowledged.  Contributions, in-kind 
support, grants, and volunteerism enables us to accomplish our initiatives.  Contributions are tax deductible, directly benefit the 
community, and can be included with your dues in one payment.  Thank you for your kind consideration. 
 

I would like to contribute $__________ to the GENERAL FUND. 
 

I would like to contribute $__________ to the GROUNDS MAINTENANCE FUND. 
 

Please mail or bring form to a meeting. 

Halethorpe Improvement Association 
P.O. Box 7306 
Halethorpe, MD  21227 
www.halethorpemd.org 




