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President’s Letter 
At our Septem-
ber meeting, we 
were honored 
to have Sena-
tor Ed Kase-
meyer, Dele-
gate Jimmy 
Malone, Bry-

an Sheppard, special assis-
tant to County Executive 
K a m e n e t z ,   P e t e 
Kriscumas, and Officer 
Tom Warehime at our 
meeting.  Topics that were 
addressed at the meeting were 
as follows: 
 
Delegate Malone reported 
on the MARC train station 
dedication and the funding for 
the $60 million construction  
of the on/off exit ramp at I-695 
and Southwestern Boulevard 
has been approved.  The pro-
ject is in the final planning, 
design and construction stages.  
The veterinarian  (Dr. Suh) will 
not have to move from his 
Leeds Avenue location. Once 

the ramp is built, the Leeds Ave-
nue ramp onto I-695 would close.  
He also reported that as of Octo-
ber 1, it is a primary offense to use 
your cell phone  or text when 
driving.  He also reiterated his 
decision to retire from office.  He 
has one more session to serve on 
the Maryland General  Assembly.  
His official end date is December 
31, 2014. 
 
Senator Kasemeyer spoke 
about the watershed protection 
and restoration fee program, also 
known as the “rainy day” tax fund.  
He believes there will be a reo-
pening of the issue and possible 
modification, but there will not be 
an all out repeal of this imposed 
tax.   
 
Pete Kriscumas, legislative aide 
to Councilman Tom Quirk, talked 
about the resurfacing of  Hale-
thorpe Farms Road at the railroad 
crossing and having to work with 
CSX on this issue.  He also noted 
that Arbutus Elementary School  
was getting air conditioning in-
stalled.  He announced the con-

HIA Meeting 

The upcoming HIA meeting will 
be held on Tuesday, Novem-
ber 19, 2013, at 7:30 p.m. 
at the Good Shepherd Cen-
ter located at 4100 Maple 
Avenue, Halethorpe, MD  
21227.  Come at 7:00 p.m. and 
enjoy some light refreshments . 
 

HIA Meetings are held on the 
third Tuesday of September, 
November, January, March and 
May. 
 

November-December 2013 

New Members! 

struction of the sidewalk from the 
Arbutus Library.  However, he did 
point out that there are right-of-
way issues to address before the 
sidewalk project can be fully com-
pleted.   
 
Officer Tom Warehime, com-
munity liaison for the Wilkens 
Police Department, thanked eve-
ryone for their support that the 
police department received upon 
the death of Officer Scheider in 
the line of duty.  He also spoke 
about crime trends during the 
summer saying the crime rate 
decreased within our area.  He 
also reminded everyone to be 
aware of strangers, disreputable 
contractors or anything suspicious 
in the neighborhood.  Please call 
911. 
 
Thank you elected officials, spe-
cials guests and members for at-
tending September’s meeting.  I 
hope to see all of you at Novem-
ber’s meeting as well. 
 
Carol Mox  
President 

The Halethorpe Improvement 
Association would like to wel-
come its newest members. 
 
Dan and Shana Williams 
Bud Miller 
Sharon Kelly 
 
Thank you for joining the HIA 
and we hope to see you at our 
meetings. 

The Halethorpe Improvement 
Association continues to promote 
its membership drive.  We are 
looking for existing members to 
renew their membership and new 
members to join. 
 
Please consider renewing your 
membership for the 2013-2014 
term.  If you receive a renewal 
application form in the mail or 
with your newsletter, please take 
time to complete the application 
and send it in with your member-
ship dues.   We can only exist as 
an organization with your help as 
a member. 

Membership Drive 
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Officers and Board Members Elected 

HIA elections were held at the last meeting.   
Please welcome the following officers and board members elected for the 2013-2014 term: 

 
 Officers:   Board Members: 
 
 President:  Carol Mox  Joe Grusch 
 Vice President: Dr. Charles Kokoski Janice Hedemann (New!) 
 Treasurer:  Sandy Cullen  Kris Koelbel (New!) 
 Secretary:  Vacant  Steve Mangano (New!) 
      Michele Sanders  
      Jack Schaefer 
      Thomas Sullivan  
 

Thank you to those officeholders for volunteering your time and efforts  
to make the HIA a great organization.   

Delegate Malone announced 
at our last meeting that the 
MARC train station will soon 
be operating on the weekends 
between Washington, DC, and 
Baltimore beginning December 
7,  2013,  He also stated that 10 
new locomotives have also 
been ordered for train service. 
 
The weekend service is ex-
pected to help people who 
work on Saturday or Sunday or 
who need to reach the BWI 
Airport. 
 
Weekend service will be lim-
ited, but fares  from Halethorpe 
are expected to be $6 each 
way—the same that is offered 

on weekdays. Train fares are 
even less for senior citizens.  
For MARC riders, this is less 
expensive than riding on 
Amtrak which can run be-
tween $16 and nearly $50 for 
one-way travel to Washington, 
DC.   
 
Even if you don’t work in DC, 
enjoy a train ride. Go shopping, 
go to the theatre, do some 
sightseeing, eat lunch or din-
ner, without the hassle of park-
ing.  The MARC Train/Penn 
Line stops at Union Station, 
which is in the heart of Wash-
ington, DC.  Besides being a 
train station, it is also a prem-
ier shopping mall.  Union Sta-

 

The MARC 

Train will soon 

be operating 

on the  

weekends. 

MARC Train Station Project 

HIA held a fundraiser at Chick-
fil-A on October 9, 2013.  
Members seen attending this 
event were:  Carol Mox, John 
and Sandy Cullen, Kris Ko-
elbel, Diane Koelbel, Jack 
and Paula Schaefer and 
Officer Tom Warehime.  
The evening’s event brought in 
$35 to HIA.  Thank you for 
your support! 

Fundraiser 

tion is also convenient to tourist 
attractions and the Washington 
Metro. 
 
We have this brand new train 
station in our own backyard.  It’s 
not just for the commuters—so 
take a trip. 
 

www.mta.maryland.gov/marc-train 

A yield sign that was knocked 
over on Selma Avenue at 
Southwestern Boulevard was 
replaced with the help of Pete 
Kriscumas. 
 
Delegate Malone assisted 
getting a pothole/bump located 
on northbound Southwestern 
Boulevard leveled and getting a 
yellow diamond-shaped sign 

replaced at Tom Day and South-
western Boulevards after it had 
been sheared off its post.  
 
Thank you!  

Repairs 
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Thank you  

volunteers for 

cleaning up 

Potomac  

Avenue. 

Potomac Avenue Clean Up 

Mike McAuliffe, director of the 
HIA Landscape Maintenance and 
Adope-A-Road Committees, re-
quested volunteers through e-mail 
to help him with some light shov-
eling to remove grass and dirt 
from the macadam path along 
Potomac Avenue. The response 
was overwhelming.   
 
Thirteen member of the HIA and 
one dog showed up on a beautiful 
Saturday morning on September 
14.  The  volunteer crew worked 
very hard.  As  Mike trimmed 
back the vegetation that had 
grown over the walkway using a 
rented trimming mower, mem-
bers excavated the debris from 

the sidewalk, others worked to 
clear out the leaves and over-
growth from the street and gut-
ters, and still  another group 
weeded, mulched, placed a bor-
der, and planted new foliage 
around the  Waelchli Garden 
Wall.   
 
They worked all morning to 
clean the area and did an out-
standing job.  The finished prod-
uct was an attractive garden and 
walkway. 
 
A very appreciative thank you to 
the following members who vol-
unteered their time to help clean 
up Potomac Avenue.    

 Volunteers 
   
 Mike Brown 
 Erina Brown 
 Jason Brown 
 Evan Brown 
 Bill Carter 
 John Cullen 
 Sandy Cullen 
 Sara Harman 
 Diane Koelbel 
 Kris Koelbel 
 Mike McAuliffe 
 Don Schaefer 
 Bob Wagner 
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that the adult video booths will 
not be coming back to the 
Southwestern Boulevard  loca-
tion and the owners can never 
file an appeal on this issue. 
 
Mike McAuliffe, immediate 
past president of the HIA, was 
very instrumental in seeing this 
establishment brought under 
control.  He did a lot of inves-
tigative work, notified Balti-
more County Code Enforce-
ment, and testified in court on 
the illegal operation this busi-
ness was conducting.  His dili-

Steps at Carville to Oregon Avenues at Link Avenue 

Adopt-A-Road 

As part of a public service program, 
the Halethorpe Improvement Associ-
ation adopted  Potomac Avenue to 
help keep a part of our community 
beautiful by having citizens volunteer 
once a month to pick up litter along 
this county road. If you are interested 
in helping, please contact Mike 
McAuliffe (410-247-9470). 

Thank you to Mike and Maria 
McAuliffe and Kris Koelbel and his 
mother Diane Koelbel for picking 
up the litter  along Potomac Avenue in 
September and October,  Kris Ko-
elbel also mowed Potomac Avenue in 
its entirety. 
 
A very grateful thank you to all of  you 
for taking the time to do this for the 
community. 
 

************ 
 
Others who gave their time and ef-
forts to making the community attrac-
tive include: 

At our March meeting, Carol 
Mox, president of the HIA,   
brought to the attention of the 
HIA members the stone steps 
located at Carville and Oregon 
Avenues at Link Avenue. The 
steps were in disrepair, danger-
ous to use, and were missing its 
railings.  Patti Sue Nolan, sec-
retary and immediate past presi-
dent, and Paula Wolf,  vice 
president of the Arbutus Busi-
ness and Professional Associ-
ation,  noticed the poor condi-
tion of the steps too. Two solu-
tions were presented:  Bryan 
Sheppard, special assistant to 

After 

The interior of Southwest Video  
has been renovated and  re-
vamped from an adult video store 
to a convenience store/coffee 
shop, now known as the South-
west Kwik Stop Convenience 
Mart. It appears they are now 
looking or have found a tenant to  
fill the vacancy.  Hopefully, the 
new occupant will be a better fit 
for the neighborhood.  We will 
keep you posted.   
  
Dean Kasian, a lawyer and pres-
ident of the Huntsmoor Commu-
nity Association, who has been 

 Southwest Video Update 
actively assisting the HIA in filing 
documents and explaining legal 
proceedings,  recently posted an 
update on a settlement.  He re-
ceived word from the County 
Office of Law that Southwest 
Video agreed to dismiss all of its 
appeals/cases in exchange for a 
partial refund (the amount is con-
fidential) of its past paid fines. This 
dismissal ends the 10 year plus 
past litigation saga and prevents it 
from dragging on for another five 
or so years.   
 
According to Dean, this means 

gence in pursuing this mat-
ter helped to end this busi-
ness as an adult video store 
within our community. 
 
Thank you Mike, Dean, 
Code Enforcement and 
other involved members of 
the community for your 
efforts. 
 

County Executive Kamenetz, 
proposed removing the existing 
steps and having them replaced 
with concrete steps with the 
work done and paid for by Balti-
more County.  Another option 
was proposed by Steve Man-
gano, an HIA member and new 
board member. Steve has mason-
ry experience and offered to re-
pair the steps cost free.  This 
option allowed us to keep the 
character and charm of the exist-
ing steps. Steve has begun restor-
ing the steps and hopes to have 
them completed by Thanksgiving.   

Honorable Mention 
Beth DiNicolo mulched the 
Ridge Avenue traffic median near 
the Royal Farms  store.  Kris 
Koelbel, Mike McAuliffe and 
John Kokoski also planted some 
crape myrtle trees on Potomac 
Avenue and at the First Avenue 
lot at Francis Avenue.  Bill 
Carter donated  a blue spruce 
evergreen tree which was also 
planted at the First Avenue lot.  
Mike McAuliffe  got  a new trash 
receptacle for the corner of Poto-
mac and Arbutus Avenues, and 
had help from Richard Greene 
to install another trash can near 
the Waelchli garden wall, and 

worked with Kris Koelbel to 
set up another trash can at 
Washington Boulevard and 
Sulphur Spring Road.  Carol 
Mox picked up the trash along 
Southwestern Boulevard in 
September and October. Bill 
Carter did various mowing, 
weed cleaning and trimming in 
various locations throughout 
Halethorpe.  Two Mormon 
boys offered to do community 
service so Mike had them mow 
the median strip on Carville/
Oregon Avenues from I-95 to 
Francis Avenue. 
 

 



 

PO Box 7306 
Halethorpe, MD  21227 

Calendar of Events 
 

2013 
 
November 
 
9  Wounded Warrior 
         Project and Local Pub  
         Crawl 
 
13  Candidates’ Forum 
         AVFD 
 
19  HIA Meeting 
 
28 Thanksgiving 
 
December 
 
24  Christmas Eve 
 
25   Christmas 
 
31 New Year’s Eve 
 

HALETHORPE 
IMPROVEMENT 
ASSOCIATION 

 

DEMOCRATIC  
CANDIDATES’ 

FORUM 
 

Hosted and moderated by 
Delegate James E. 

Malone, Jr.  
 

Hear what the candidates 
have to say. 

 
Wednesday 

November 13, 2013 
 

7:00 PM Sharp 
 

Arbutus Volunteer Fire 
Department 

5200 Southwestern Blvd. 
Arbutus, MD  21227 

 

The Halethorpe Improvement Association (HIA), chartered in 1957, is a 501(c) 3, dedicated 
to preserving and enhancing the quality of life in our community. The association has forged 
partnerships with local elected leadership and various public and private sectors to best fos-
ter these efforts. Participation is voluntary and open to all households within our boundaries. 
Currently, we represent over 240 households. 

Halethorpe Improvement Association 

We’re on the web! 
www.halethorpe md.org 

 

Phone: 410-971-9455 
E-mail: 
halethorpe.improvement.assn@gmail.com 
 
NOTE: NEW E-MAIL ADDRESS 

Membership Dues Will Remain 
At 1990 Price 

The next HIA Meeting will be 
held at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, 
January 21, 2014, at the Good 
Shepherd Center. 

Next HIA Meeting 
Our membership drive continues for the 2013-
2014 term.   Please consider joining or renewing 
your membership.  At our Board meeting held in 
January 2013, it was agreed that the yearly mem-
bership dues should remain at the same price that 
it has been since 1990. What a deal! Yearly mem-
bership dues will continue at: $5.00 per Household; 
$4.00 per Retired Household, $3.00 per Individual.  
And if you care to give additional funds as a dona-
tion to HIA or the Grounds Maintenance Fund, we 
really appreciate that too.   Please contact Carol 
Mox for a renewal/application form. 

Disclaimer: While HIA has no reason to doubt the accuracy of any of the information supplied, we cannot, and do not 
guarantee its accuracy.  We are not responsible for errors, omissions, misuse or misinterpretation of information contained 
herein. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday 
November 9, 2013 

6:30 p.m.—10:30 p.m. 
 

American Legion Bar 
Dewey Lowman  

Post 109 
 

One of the stops for the  
local pub crawl. 

 
Tips will go towards  

supporting the WWP. 

Currently Under  
Construction 

Nominations/ 
Elections 
 
The HIA is still accepting 
nominations to fill one vacant 
position.  We are in search of a  
Secretary.  The secretary is 
responsible for taking notes or 
recording the meetings and 
typing the information to 
present at the next subsequent 
HIA meeting.  If you are 
interested in filling this position, 
please contact Carol Mox (410
-971-9455).  Nominations will 
be accepted (you can nominate 
yourself).  Voting will take place 
at the next HIA meeting . 

Have a Happy Thanksgiving and Holiday Season! 


