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President’s Message 

September’s meeting developed into 
an impromptu candidate forum and I 
was very pleased to see so many 
inquiring voters show up to see the 
candidates for County Executive, 
State Delegate, State Senator, 
County Council, and even District 1 
School Board. I would like to thank 
the candidates for showing up and 
introducing themselves to us. 

On the flip side this newsletter 
comes to you just a week after the 
elections and a change in the State 
Delegate representation has 
occurred for Halethorpe. We would 
like to congratulate Ms. Jessica 
Feldmark on her winning bid to the 

Maryland House of Delegates. 
Returning to service is Del. Terri 
Hill and Del. Eric Ebersole. 
Clarence Lam shifted over to the 
Senate seat, but remains in our 
district. Clarence will fill the seat 
that Ed Kasemeyer held for 5 terms 
and is retiring from. Ed’s public 
service extends back to 1987 where 
he entered as a State Delegate. Ed 
maintained a presence in Arbutus 
and had his office in the East Dr. 
Shopping Center. We are not sure 
what will come of his trusty Aide, 
Paula Wolfe, who everyone knows 
has resided in Arbutus her entire life 
and has been an advocate and 
activist for all matters that benefit 
Arbutus and Halethorpe.  

For the first time ever, we got to 
vote on one of our School Board 
members. This may seem 
inconsequential to most of us 
without school-aged children, but 
any homeowner needs to consider 
that strong and desirable local 
schools really makes or breaks a 
neighborhood in terms of property 
values, and many other life quality 
issues hinge either directly or 
indirectly from this. Ms. Lisa Mack 
garnered this position. She will 
represent District 1 on the School 
Board. 

Speaking of elections, HIA will be 
holding their own internal elections 
at the November meeting. Members 
with email were sent the slate of 
nominees, but the list is printed 
within this newsletter as well. 

Most of this year’s nominees are 
returning board members, but we 
have 3 new faces to add. You will, 
of course, recognize their faces from 
attending meetings, but they will be 
serving now. If all are approved by 
the membership, we will have a 
complete fulfilment of positions, 
which is rare for HIA. I think this is 

a sign that community members are 
realizing the importance of an 
engaged citizenry. 

 

Sept. meeting recap 

We dedicated the majority of the 
September meeting to hearing 
reports from our currently serving 
members and bringing many 
candidates to the floor to hear their 
plans and to answer questions from 
the audience.  Many questions came 
from the floor, but unfortunately, we 
were too constrained by time to get 
to all of them. But many of the 
candidates came early and stayed 
late for a more informal ‘Meet and 
Greet’ personal conversation. It was 
great to see 60+ people attend. 

It skipped our minds to snap photos, 
but luckily, we found some on Al 
Redmer’s facebook page. We posted 
them on HIA’s Facebook Group 
page, but we can fit one or 2 in this 
newsletter. 

We thank every one of the 
candidates for coming out to meet 
us and for their willingness to serve 
their country, state and county in 
this capacity. 

Not only were the candidates 
impressed by the turnout, but Sandy 
Cullen’s sandwiches, salads and 
deserts layout made a lasting 
impression on all as well. 

                                                                      

Community Outreach 

Ofc. Warehime stopped in to give a 
very brief report. Hopefully brief 
reports mean little or no crime. He 
wasn’t running for any office like all 
the other speakers, but he has been 
running after criminals, we hear. 

He has offered up many times to our 
members an opportunity to 
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participate in the Police Ride Along 
Program, and Mike McAuliffe 
finally took him up on his offer. 
Mike went out as a passenger one 
evening for several hours with an 
on-duty police officer. 

From Mike: “I regret I had not done 
this sooner, and I recommend it to 
anyone looking for one of those 
small life experiences that you’ll 
remember. I was partnered up with 
a 21yr. old brand spanking new out-
of-the-wrapper rookie, Ofc. Walsh. 
He anticipated a slow crime 
evening, since it was still raining 
fairly heavily, but figured on lots of 
bender benders. He amazed me how 
he was able to multi-task and switch 
gears on a dime constantly. We 
were summoned to calls ranging 
from a pretty easy check fraud case, 
to a domestic argument involving 
illicit drugs and grandma hitting 
cars with her walker, to assisting a 
Corporal who pulled over a 
suspicious car whose driver ended 
up having a gun an whose buddies 
bailed and bolted into the woods, to 
a woman hitting paramedics doing 
CPR on her family member. It was 
constant. The radio blared out to 
patrol cars almost continuously and 
the on-board computer screen 
scrolled the new calls for service 
streaming in from the 911 center. 
Lunch went down the officer’s gullet 
in installments while running 
between calls. The night was void of 
any glamour seen on the cop 
dramas. After the ride, my career 
aspirations reverted back to 
becoming a Magtag repairman. I 
give a lot of credit to the men and 
women working the mean streets.  

Ofc. Warehime will not be at the 
Nov. meeting, but he asked that 
attach some announcements to this 
newsletter. 

 

.
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CSX bridge replacement 
at Washington Blvd. & 
Clark Blvd.   

Shawn Simmonds, 
the president of Community 
Assoc. of Wynnewood connected 
with HIA recently to inform us that 
they will have 2 representatives 
from Md. State Highway 
Administration attending their 
next meeting to discuss the CSX 

bridge replacement and 
Rt.1/Clark Blvd. intersection 
plans. Their meeting 
is Wednesday, November 21st at 
7pm in the Relay Elementary 
School library. This project’s plans 
have been inquired about at HIA 
meetings many times, and members 
have aired their personal concerns 
about this extremely perilous 
junction. This is your time to ask 
questions, folks.  
 
Mr. Simmonds worked very hard 
with Council 1 Aide Pete 
Kriscumas to arrange this meeting. 
Mr Simmonds accepted an 
invitation from HIA to speak about 
this project at our next meeting (this 
Tuesday). He is in the know of 
many things in his neck of the 
woods. It’s a great opportunity to 
convene with one of our 
surrounding neighborhood 
association. 
 
HIA member and Board nominee 
Scot Wesoloski wrote a letter to 
Guinness Brewery about the 
possibility of creating a bike path 
from the Halethorpe MARC Station 
to the brewery, and he heard back 
from them. Maybe Scot can tell us 
their response at our Tuesday 
meeting. Any bike bath would 
certainly have to be coordinated 
with the CSX bridge plans. 
 

Baltimore County is 

looking for School 

Crossing Guards: The School 
Guard Team requested assistance in 
looking for qualified applicants to 
become School Crossing Guards. 
They recently exhausted the 
previous list of applicants and 
continue to have openings 
throughout Baltimore County at 
various schools.  If you know 
someone that may be interested in 
the position, please ask them to 
submit an application or contact the 
School Guard Team for further 
information. 

Next 

Meeting 

Tuesday Nov. 20 @ 

7:30pm 

Halethorpe-Relay United 

Methodist Church 

4513 Ridge Ave. 



The application is again open and on 
the Baltimore County Government 
Website at: 
http://www.baltimorecountymd.gov/
iwant/apply.html 
If you have any questions, please 
feel free to contact the School Guard 
Team in regards to the process. 
Officer First Class Jonathan 
Strickler 
Balto. Co. Police Dept. 
Crossing Guard Administrator 
1747 Merritt Boulevard 
2nd Floor 
Dundalk, Maryland 21222 
Work - (410) 887-7364 
Fax -   (410) 887-7374 
E-Mail - 
jstrickler@baltimorecountymd.gov 
 
 
HRUMC has been hosting our 
meetings for an entire year already. 
They have been wonderful to us. 
HRUMC welcomes Pastor Chris 
Dembeck and his wife Laura. As 
many of you know Rev. Ly served 
HRUMC only briefly before she 
retired. Rev. Dembeck attended our 
last meeting and introduced himself 
personally to many of us. He was 
glad to have been able to 
accommodate the large crowd and 
candidates with the use of their hall. 
 

Grounds Maintenance 

It’s been said many 
times that Halethorpe is extremely 
lucky to have a dedicated volunteer 
grass mowing group of guys. They 
all came out to do one last mow for 
the season in late Oct. Take a rest 
boys. Hopefully we can rope you 
back in when the spring comes. 
Thanks  Jim Napier, John Merson, 
Frank Simmons, Sandy Connally, 
Ken McDaniels, Dan Coolahan, 
Jimmy Zinkand, Mike McAuliffe 
and Dave Dare.  

 
 
John Koennig and Joe paired up 
with Mike McAuliffe to edge the 
Carville/ Oregon Ave. median. 

 
 
 Diane and Kris Koelbel brought 
out the fall colors for the community 
landmarks for the season. There was 
a persistent problem of their 
decorations getting stolen from the 
Waelchli Wall, but luckily that 
seems to have stopped. There is 
nothing more discouraging than to 
see the fruits of your volunteer labor 
destroyed, stolen or just plain 
disrespected. Kris& Diane have to 
keep in mind that the other 4000 
people who walked and drove by the 
decorations appreciated them. 

One Saturday a limousine pulled 
over at the Waelchli Wall and out 
came the bride and groom along 
with their wedding party, and posed 
for photos with the decorated wall 
as the backdrop. Now that’s a 
testament to the job those 2 do. 
Thanks John Kokoski, Mike 
McAuliffe and Joe for planting 
saplings of varied species on the 
grass lot at Winans and Potomac

  

 

Good Shepherd Center 

We have not heard any news on the 
Good Shepard Center property since 
our last meeting. HIA has gotten 
calls from a few members living 
near the property with concerns of 
homeless sleeping up there. One 
resident had a 30 something aged 
woman knock on her door in the 
dark evening hours looking for a 
flashlight to search the woods for 
her property, money and absconded 
boyfriend. When the homeowner 
did not comply, the woman got 
angry at her. I do not know if the 
police were called. A thorough walk 
around the property did not reveal 
any encampment. Another nearby 
resident told HIA in mid Oct. what 
seemed like 20 fire trucks from 
surrounding areas went up there for 
something. She later found out it 
was “some sort of electrical issue or 
something.” HIA is eager to find out 
any happenings or any plans for this 
property. 

 

New Members 

Welcome new members Mindy 
Winkler, Mark Swank, Bob 
Cockey, and Steve and Jen 
Gower. Jen hales from the Zinkand 
family. She and Mindy make up 2 
components of a local women trio 
who created a citizen group called 
Concerned Citizens of Greater 
Arbutus. Jen introduced herself and 
CCGA at our last meeting. CCGA 
has held 3 meetings at the AVFD so 
far to a good attendance. An excerpt 
from their mission statement on 
their Facebook Group  reads: “This 

group was created for those 

residents of the Greater Arbutus 

area, who are interested in working 

together to improve our town. Our 

goal is to set a standard, and stick 

to it!” and ”There are many good 

http://www.baltimorecountymd.gov/iwant/apply.html
http://www.baltimorecountymd.gov/iwant/apply.html
mailto:jstrickler@baltimorecountymd.gov


families that still live in our town, 

and we want to continue to make it 

a place families want to live!” 

 

Membership Renewal 
reminder 

Last year we enrolled 135 
household memberships. This year 
we have enrolled 56 household 
memberships so far. We’re not sure 
how this compares with the same 
time last year, but it looks like only 

40% of our loyal members have 
renewed so far this year. We 
want your support and 
participation. If you have not 
renewed your 2018-19 
membership yet, a membership 
form will accompany this 
newsletter. Please consider 

donating to HIA above and beyond 
to help us fulfill our mission. If you 
renewed for 2018-19 already, we 
really appreciate your promptness 
and your loyalty. 

 

Lamb of God School on 

Fairview Ave. recently had open 
enrollment, but anytime is a good 
time to contact them if you are 
interested in sending your children 
to this fine elementary and middle 
school. Neighborhoods are defined 
by the quality of their schools, and 
private schools are no exception. 
Our area has suffered from the 
closing of some fine and well-
established Catholic schools in the 
past decade, but the Halethorpe 
community is fortunate to have a 
premier Christian based educational 
school smack dab in the middle of 
it.  Headmaster John Messina is a 
big fan of HIA and Halethorpe in 
general and has been a consistent 

supporter of HIA. We look forward 
to many more years as neighbors. 

 

 

Benson Ave. Traffic  

No, that’s not Ponch and Jon from 
CHiPs in the photo below, but if it 
were, there wouldn’t be anymore 
trucks running up and down the 
lower end of Benson Ave. 

 
Joe Costa and John Merson were 
recently interviewed by Channel 2 
News in regard to the persistent 
commercial traffic on the lower end 
of Benson Ave. This has been a 
sticking issue for decades as the 
upper end of Benson Ave. has 
developed into a heavy commercial 
zone. Tractor trailers and delivery 
trucks speed through the residential 
portions of Benson Ave. for a quick 
return to their home base after 
exiting I-95. 

 But it’s not like the county hasn’t 
tried to curb this illegal behavior. 
Trucks over ¾ ton are not allowed 
on Benson Ave. between Sulphur 
Spring Rd. and I-95 overpass, and 
signs clearly stating such are posted 
(maybe not prominently enough), 
but are ignored constantly by 
drivers. Councilman Quirk, 
Wilkens traffic police, Maryland 
DOT, and even the trucking 

businesses themselves have been 
looking into solutions to the 
problem. Plenty of tickets are 
written to the driver’s expense, but 
nothing seems to curtail it very long.

 

 

A new resident to Benson Ave. was 
taken aback by the amount of 
commercial traffic they discovered 
passing by their new hom and called 
Channel 2 News about it. You can 
see the story and interview at: 
https://www.wmar2news.com/new

s/region/baltimore-county/arbutus-

neighbors-fight-big-rigs-driving-on-

their-road-illegally 

 



But lifelong resident of Benson 
Ave., John Merson already knew 
the story. He has been contacting 
government officials on behalf of all 
Benson Ave residents for years 
about the problem. Though he gets 
temporary satisfaction from 
enforcement efforts, the problem 
sprouts up soon after. You can see 
his interview here: 
https://www.wmar2news.com/new

s/region/baltimore-county/arbutus-

neighbors-vs-big-rigs 

But John has been around long 
enough to understand the root of the 
problem.  He knows that Knecht 
Ave. was originally intended to go 
under the 1960’s built I-95, thereby 
connecting the commercial district 
of Benson Ave. to the commercial 
district behind what is now Home 
Depot in Lansdowne. An complete 
underpass lies dormant in the 
trucks’ potential path. Can it be 
awoken? In the diagram below you 
will see, in green, the conceptual 
route trucks were supposed to take 
onward to I-95. Who knows what 
happened. Poor planning? Lack of 
community vigilance? Lack of 
community input? Anyone’s guess. 
The original commercial route is 
outlined in green below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Diagram No.1 points out the NO 
TRUCK zone that has residents’ 
dander up. 

Diagram 1 

 

What is the solution? Those affected 
residents feel the trucks should enter 
and exit the commercial area from 
Caton Ave. 

 

HIA elections 

HIA is proud to say we have a full 
slate of nominees this year. We 
hope this is an indication that people 
are concerned about preserving their 
neighborhood and are set to engage 
in guiding its future. The list of 
nominees to their respective 
positions are as follows: 
 

Officer Nominees 

President:  Mike McAuliffe 

Vice President:  Bill Carter 

Treasurer:  Sandy Cullen 

Recording Secretary:  Maria 

McAuliffe 

 

Board of Directors Nominees 

Janice Hedemann 

Betsy Schaefer 

Kris Koelbel 

Charles Kokoski 

Steve Mangano 

Jack Schaefer 

Scot Wesoloski 

 

Halethorpe 
Improvement 
Association 

 

 

Our Facebook Group now has 
grown to 32 members. Only 
members of the HIA organization 
are admitted. Visit our Facebook 
page for photos and news that 
happens between newsletters. Feel 
free to add your own news or 
questions about the neighborhood. 
We will be adding photos of some 
extensive brush clearing we did over 
the summer. Catch up on 
community events happening 
between newsletters too. Be alerted 
to suspicious activity in your 
neighborhood. 

 

 

A water valve has been leaking 
profusely up through the street on 
Lincoln Ave. since the major water 
main break on Selma Ave. near the 
Halethorpe flagpole this past 
summer. Several residents and HIA 
have submitted service requests via 
Balto. City’s online tool and on the 
phone, but to no satisfaction. Winter 
is sneaking up on us and this 
intersection will become treacherous 
when it freezes. We will continue to 
pursue a fix, but would imagine a 
leaky water valve ranks low on the 
priority list of a city that can’t stop 
the hemorrhaging of its people 
either. HIA’s efforts are meant to 
keep this civil disfunction that exists 
in the city from creeping into our 
neighborhood. 

 
 
 



 
 
Collapsed drainage pipe 
 

During routine weed trimmings 
around the Sulphur Spring steps we 
noticed a sink hole developing over 
the past 2 years, but it grew 
significantly larger since the heavy 
rains this summer. We called Balto. 
Co. Utilities to investigate, and they 
pinned the culprit to a collapsed 
stormwater pipe that leads to a 
culvert between Potomac Ave. and 
the railroad. Having no immediate 
fix, they dumped a load of gravel in 
the sinkhole until a plan for this 
major job can be formulated. 

 
 
 

 
 
The above Potomac Ave. worksite 
came into question at the last 
meeting. It was a prolonged job, so 

we inquired with the contractor. 
They said they were extending a 
new gas line leading from the new 
mains installed in Arbutus. This line 
had to be tunneled under the Amtrak 
rail lines from Southwestern Blvd. 
The work was extremely tricky they 
said, and dealing with the railroad 
administration was as grueling. The 
plate is now gone and the hole has 
been filled. We’re hoping a better 
layer of macadam follows 
sometime. 

 

Amtrak Herbicide Calamity 

 
What a mess. Amtrak went wild 
with the herbicide spraying. It’s 
obvious this poison was 
administered with a reckless 
disregard from behind the nozzle. 
The hard work put in by our 
grounds maint. team all summer was 
hosed away in a matter of minutes. 
A very harsh and regulated 
herbicide was sprayed by Amtrak to 
control weeds in the track but 
apparently someone forgot to train 
this guy. We submitted a complaint 
to the Balto. Co. Dept. 
Environmental Protection & 
Sustainability. Ms. Brosh from 
Watershed Management and 
Monitoring Section responded. She 
contacted the Maryland Department 
of Agriculture to see if this is 
something they can investigate, 
since they license pesticide use. She 
will let us know when she hears 
back from them. It is ironic that the 
same Federal government asking 

everyone to save the Chesapeake 
Bay and control our personal 
stormwater run-off is the same 
Federal government spraying 
poisons in our environment and 
destroying water and nutrient 
absorbing root systems. 
Complaining to Amtrak is a 
completely useless endeavor. Their 
phones are never answered and their 
website offers no contact info. 

 

 

You’ve probably noticed too that 
the Halethorpe Post Office grounds 
look very unkept. Congressman 
Sarbanes office has been helping us 
get it back into shape. It has looked 
very bad for several years now, and 
they don’t seem to mow it until 
scolded by authorities. County Code 
Enforcement issued Correction 
Notices to the landlord 3 separate 
times in 2017 and 2018 started out 
the same way. Sarbanes office 
intervened on our behalf, and 
pressured the District Manager to 
seek out a lawn care contractor and 
enter into a regular maintenance 
contract. Things started looking a lot 
better by summer’s end. You can 
see photos on our Facebook page    

                                                                     



 




