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President’s Letter 

 

 

Dear Members: 
 

A t  o u r 

S e p t e m b e r 

meet ing ,  we 
were honored to 

have Officer 

Tom Warehime, Pete 

Kriscumas, Pete Kriscumas, 

legislative assistant to 

Councilman Quirk, and a 

p r e s e n t a t i o n  g i v e n  b y 

MikeHelter and Zach 

Chissell from the MTA Office 

of Planning and Programming on 

the Baltimore Link project.  

 
Topics that were addressed at 

the meeting were as follows: 

 
Officer Warehime reported 

that crime in the area has 

decreased. Baltimore County 

police officers will now start 

wearing body cameras.  He also 

a n n o u n c e d  t h e  P o l i c e 

Department is promoting 

Citizens Academy and the 

Explorers Club.   

 
Pete Kriscumas reported on 

1) The traffic jam caused by the 

Maryland Food Bank in August, 

2 ) T h e  f i n a l  v o t e  o n 

Comprehensive Zoning Map 

Process (CZMP) took place on 

August 30.  Every four years the 

Baltimore County Council votes 

on requested changes to the 

zoning designation on individual 

properties, 3)  Collector roads 

can now have speed bumps/

humps to calm speeding as long 

as they meet the requirements 

(75% homeowners on the street 

must approve, speed and volume 

of traffic must meet the criteria 

too). Linden Avenue recently had 

speed humps installed. 4) There 

has also been an increase in the 

sightings of rats in the area.   

 
An amendment to the HIA By-

Laws was proposed and 

approved by its members to 

change the date of the HIA 

elections from September to 

November’s meeting. 

 
Thank you elected officials, 

specials guests and members for 

HIA Meeting 

November-December 2016 

attending September’s meeting.  I 

hope to see all of you at 

November’s meeting as well. 

 
As always, please feel free to 

contact me via e-mail or by phone 

to discuss issues that you feel are 

pertinent.  Let’s work together to 

make an even stronger, better 

organization.  Thank you. 

 

 

Carol Mox 

President 

 
 

Officers: 

Carol Mox 

President 
 
Dr. Charles Kokoski 

Vice President 

 
Sandy Cullen 

Treasurer 
 
Vacant 
Recording Secretary 

 
Board of Directors: 
 

Janice Hedemann 
Kris Koelbel 
Steve Mangano 

Maria McAuliffe 
Mike McAuliffe 
Michele Sanders 

Jack Schaefer 
 

 

 

The Halethorpe Improvement Association  

would like to welcome its  

newest members. 
 

 

Michael and Judy Kaiser 

Rita and Judi Ruff 
 

 

Thank you for joining the HIA and  

we hope to see you at our meetings.   

Welcome New Members! 

The upcoming HIA meeting will 

be  he ld on Tuesday, 

November 15, 2016, at 7:30 

p.m. at the Good Shepherd 

Services located at 4100 Maple 

Avenue, Halethorpe, MD  

21227.  Come at 7:00 p.m. and 

enjoy some light refreshments . 
 

HIA Meetings are held on the 

third Tuesday of September, 

November, January, March and 

May. 
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BaltimoreLink 

 

The members of the  
Halethorpe Improvement Association 

are cordially invited to attend  
the dedication and unveiling of  

a memorial sign in honor of the late 
 

Senator John Coolahan 
 

The dedication will be held at the 
 

Arbutus Volunteer Fire Department 
5200 Southwestern Boulevard 

Arbutus, MD  21227 
 

Tuesday, November 22, 2016 
at 

9:30 AM 
 

************ 
 

Refreshments will be provided. 

BaltimoreLink is a complete 

overhaul and rebranding of the 

MTA’s core transit system 

operating within the city and 

throughout the greater 

Baltimore region.  The idea 

behind this transformation of 

the mass transit system  is to: 

 Improve service quality and 

reliability 

 Maximize access to high 

frequency transit 

 Strengthen connections 

between the MTA’s bus and 

rail routes 

 Align the network with 

existing and emerging job 

centers 

 Involve riders, employees, 

communities, and elected 

officials in the planning 

process. 

 

Over $135 million will be 

invested into improving bus 

service throughout the region.  

 

Other upgrades include: 

 

 Redesign of the MTA brand 

to BaltimoreLink on buses, 

signs, shelters. 

 Transit signal priority. Buses 

can trigger the traffic lights. 

 Dedicated lanes to move 

buses more quickly and 

reliably. 

 Improve transfer facilities in 

high ridership stops and 

transfer points. 
 

Mike Helta and Zach 

Chissell,  both with MTA, gave 

a presentation at our HIA 

September meeting to explain 

the new features and to get 

feedback from our members for 

the proposed CityLink Yellow 

Line, LocalLinks Buses 32,  37 

and 76.   
 

Several concerns expressed 

were: 

 Cleanliness of the inside of the 

bus 

 Cleanliness of the bus stop 

areas 

 Bus route from Arbutus to 

Mondawmin and reverse trip. 

 

The new system is expected to 

be in service by mid-2017. 

 

For more information: 

www.baltimorelink.com 

 

Have a  
Happy Thanksgiving 

 and  
Holiday Season! 
 

You Are Invited to the Dedication 

Southwestern Boulevard Water Project 

Baltimore County Public 

Works began replacing 

2,500 feet of 16-inch 

diameter water line on 

Southwestern Boulevard in 

April and is continuing to 

work on the project.  A 

trench is currently being dug 

along the southbound side 

of Southwestern Boulevard  

at the merge onto Route 1.  Be aware of traffic lane 

changes during this phase.  The new ductile iron pipe will 

run from Francis Avenue to Clark Boulevard. The new line, 

costing $3.4 million, will replace an old main which has 

been prone to breaking. The project is currently 40% 

complete 



Welcome New Members! 
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Grounds Maintenance  

 

The Spirit of Halloween  

Lives in Halethorpe 

New handrails were placed along the steps that connect Oregon 

and Carville Avenues at Link Avenue.  HIA member Mary Van 

Divner assisted with the donation of the handrails through 

Winkler Ironworks.  HIA member Steve Mangano installed the 

rails.  Two years ago, Steve and Mike McAuliffe restored the 

stone steps, keeping the same appeal and characteristics that 

made them unique to the neighborhood.   

 

 

 

 

 

New Handrails 

Thank you Diane and Kris 

Koelbel for putting such a 

charming spel l  on our 

community! 

Photos by Dr. Charles Kokoski 

by Mike McAuliffe.   

 

The grassy areas along Potomac  and 

Waelchli Avenues have been mowed.  

The hillside along Sulphur Spring Road 

has been nicely trimmed too.  Trash 

has also been collected.  The 

shrubbery by the Garden Wall on 

Waelchli has been weeded, replanted 

and decorated.  Thanks to: 

 

Joe Costa  

Diane Koelbel 

Kris Koelbel 

Mike McAuliffe 

John Merson 

  

Our Landscaping Committee 

has been busy at work 

keeping the Halethorpe area 

looking attractive.  

 

Graffiti along the train barrier 

wall on the Potomac side of 

the tracks was painted over 

HIA member Bill Carter 

planting foliage at 

Halethorpe Heritage Park. 

Halethorpe 

 is looking  
great! 
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UMBC Connection Household Hazardous Waste Collection 

 

Please Renew Your Membership 
 

 

The Halethorpe Improvement Association is promoting its membership 

drive for the 2016-2017 term.  We are looking for existing members to 

renew their membership and new members to join. 

 
Please consider renewing your membership for the new term.  If you 
receive a renewal application form in the mail or with your newsletter, 

please take time to complete the application with your help as a member. 

and send it in with your membership dues.   We can only exist as an 

organization with your help. 
 

 

If you are able,  

please give a  

donation to the 

HIA General Fund 

or  the Grounds  

Maintenance Fund 

when you  

renew your HIA 

membership. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UMBC celebrated its 50th anniversary the weekend of September 

16-19, 2016. Many activities were  attended by current students, 

faculty, staff and alumni. The night ended with dancing and the 

UMBC orchestra playing on stage while fireworks were being shot 

in the air.  UMBC did a fantastic job to commemorate their 

birthday! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lisa Akchin (left), Associate Vice President & Assistant to the 

President of UMBC and Director of the UMBC Neighborhood 

Relations Group, and Carol Mox (right), President of Halethorpe 

Improvement Association and UMBC ‘79 Alumni, participated in 

the festivities.  

 

FALL 2016 

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS  

WASTE COLLECTION EVENT 

(Baltimore County Residents Only) 
 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 2016 

9:00 AM—1:00 PM 

Western Acceptance Facility 

3310 Transway Road 

Halethorpe, MD  21227 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Acceptable Items (will be recycled or disposed of 
properly):  Unwanted household chemicals, paints, 
pesticides, swimming pool chemicals, medicines, 
mercury thermometers, fluorescent light bulbs, re-
chargeable batteries, ammunition, fireworks, and 
automotive fluids.  No trash or electronics will be 
accepted at this event. 
 

 
QUESTIONS:  Call EPS at 410-887-3745 

(Mon-Fri, 8 AM—4PM) 

P
h
o
to

 b
y U

M
B

C
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The HIA will hold its elections  at the upcoming November 15, 2016 meeting.  Nominations are 

now being accepted for all officer (president, vice president, treasurer, recording secretary) and 

board members positions.  This is your chance to make a difference. 
 

Candidate Slate:

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

Anyone interested in submitting their name, please contact : 
 

Carol Mox by email  (halethorpe.improvement.assn@gmail.com)  

or by phone (410-971-9455). 

HIA Nominations Being Accepted 

Wounded Warrior Project Veteran’s Day 

   

NOVEMBER 11 

 

With respect, honor and gratitude. 

Thank you, Veterans. 

 

Officers: 

President—Carol Mox   

Vice President—Mike McAuliffe 

Treasurer—Sandy Cullen 

Secretary—Vacant 

Board Members: 

Janice Hedemann Maria McAuliffe 

Kris Koelbel  Michele Sanders 

Dr. Charles Kokoski Michele Sanders 

Steve Mangano  Jack Schaefer 

  

 

7th Annual Guest  

Bartender Night 
 

Saturday 

November 19, 2016 

6:00 p.m.—8:00 p.m. 

 

American Legion Bar 

Dewey Lowman  

Post 109 
 

Come out and support those who gave  

so much for us!  All bar tips and games of chance 

winnings donated to the WWP. 

 
“The greatest casualty is being forgotten.” 

 

 

Santa Claus will be arriving at the Santa House - 

Arbutus Town Hall on Saturday, November 26, 2016. 
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Rat Prevention 

  

We’ve been hearing a lot about rats moving into certain areas of 

Halethorpe.  Due to ongoing construction projects  disturbing their nesting 

ground, rats relocate to other sites.  Knowing you have a rat problem can 

be distressing, so it’s best to do everything you can to try and avoid the 

situation in the first place. From the Baltimore County website, effective 

rodent control is based on the fact that it is extremely difficult to eliminate rodent infestations within 

the community setting by extermination efforts alone. Rats are prolific breeders so rodent control 

measures must include the elimination of the food, water and harborage necessary for them to carry 

on the breeding process. 

      

Rat Control Tips.  The following steps provide the basis for effective residential rodent control: 

1. Be Aware. Inspect your property regularly for signs of rodent activity. 

2. Be neat. Keep your yard free of trash, debris, high grass or accumulations of building supplies. If 

you must store materials or equipment outside do so neatly. Organizing and/or elevating stored items 

helps to reduce harborage and allows you to inspect under and around them more easily. 

3. Don’t feed the Rats. You may not realize that pet food, dog manure, open garbage cans or 

cans without tight fitting lids or bags of garbage, bird seed or other food scraps left outside are an 

open invitation for rats to visit you and establish a home in your yard. Never put household garbage 

or food scraps in compost piles. 

4. Cut off their water supply. Dump pails, unused flower pots, toys or equipment in which 

water can accumulate (standing water also provides a breeding area for mosquitos during the summer 

months). 

5. Protect your home. Close any holes you find in the foundation of your house, eliminate 

cavities under steps, sidewalks, or porches. Close threshold gaps at exterior doors. Provide a heavy 

one fourth inch mesh screen over sump pump outlets or a tight fitting lid on your sump pump well. 

6. Think about your own activities. Be sure to clean up any outside eating areas. Minimize 

spillage around the Bar- B-Q. Greasy residue on a patio or porch or food residue allowed to build up 

on cooking equipment may attract rodents for extended periods of time. The feeding of wild animals 

such as birds and squirrels must cease and vegetable gardens or even fruit trees may have to be 

removed for rodent abatement measures to be effective.  

7. Don’t build in problems. Try to utilize construction methods that minimize or eliminate crawl 

spaces under decks or sheds. If building low to the ground is unavoidable utilize heavy one fourth inch 

wire mesh to close perimeter gaps. Remember rats can slip through spaces of one half an inch and are 

energetic diggers. Wire mesh should extend below ground at least 1 foot to deter tunneling. 

8. Communicate. Talk to your family and your neighbors. They may not realize that a problem 

exists. Rodent infestations must be addressed by everyone if they are to be successfully controlled or 

eliminated. 

 

Fight the Rat.  When you see a rat, rat run, or rat burrow, take action immediately. The problem 

won’t just go away. Fill in the burrow to see if it is reopened, indicating an on going infestation. You 

should take measures to exterminate the existing population. Many bait station or trap products are 

available at local hardware and lawn and garden stores. You may wish to utilize a certified professional 

pest control operator. Just remember, any abatement must be accompanied by a continuing effort on 

your part to use The Rat Control Tips.   County residents may call in complaints or request 

information using the Code Enforcement telephone number, 410-887-3351, or file a Code 

Complaint online:  www.baltimorecountymd.gov 

http://www.baltimorecountymd.gov/Agencies/permits/ratattack/ratfacts.html
http://www.baltimorecountymd.gov/Redirect/externalwebsites/Accela/complaintConstituentRedirect.html
http://www.baltimorecountymd.gov/Redirect/externalwebsites/Accela/complaintConstituentRedirect.html
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Citizens’ Police Academy 

Election Day  

November 8, 2016 
7:00 AM—8:00 PM 

Time Change 
 

Daylight savings time 
e n d s  o n  S u n d a y , 
November 6.  Remember 
to reset your clocks back 
one hour. 

From Baltimore County  

Community Updates: 
 

Baltimore County made a 

revision to its Traffic Calming 

Policy—the program now 

provides speed humps and 

pedestrian safety improvements 

to qualifying neighborhoods in 

order to slow traffic and 

preserve communities. The 

revised policy expands the 

program’s original benefits to a 

larger part of the County, say 

traffic engineers. 

 

The revised policy now allows 

connector roads to have bumps 

or humps installed on the 

streets as long the request 

meets the County’s criteria.  

An application must be 

submitted to Baltimore County.   

County traffic engineers will 

review and analyze the speeds 

and vehicle volumes in these 

neighborhoods. Where needed, 

they will recommend traffic 

calming measures based on 

each site's characteristics and 

identified problems. 

 

T o  f i n d  o u t  m o r e :    

www.baltimorecountymd.gov 

 

 

Traffic Calming 



 

PO Box 7306 

Halethorpe, MD  21227 

HALETHORPE 

IMPROVEMENT 

ASSOCIATION 

The Halethorpe Improvement Association (HIA), chartered in 1957, is a 501(c) 3, dedicated to 

preserving and enhancing the quality of life in our community. The association has forged part-

nerships with local elected leadership and various public and private sectors to best foster 

these efforts. Participation is voluntary and open to all households within our boundaries. Cur-

rently, we represent over 240 households. 

Halethorpe Improvement Association 

We’re on the web! 

www.halethorpe md.org 

 

Phone: 410-971-9455 

E-mail: 

halethorpe.improvement.assn@gmail.com 

Website:  www.halethorpemd.org 

 

NOTE: NEW E-MAIL & WEBSITE 

ADDRESS 

Membership Dues Will Remain 

At 1990 Price 

The next HIA Meeting will be 

held at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, 

January 17, 2017, at the Good 

Shepherd Services. 

Next HIA Meeting 

Our membership drive continues for the 2016-

2017 term.   Please consider joining or renewing 

your membership.  At our Board meeting held in 

August 2016, it was agreed that the yearly 

membership dues should remain at the same price 

that it has been since 1990. What a deal! Yearly 

membership dues will continue at: $5.00 per 

Household; $4.00 per Retired Household, $3.00 

per Individual.  And if you care to give additional 

funds as a donation to HIA or the Grounds 

Maintenance Fund, we really appreciate that too.   

If you want to receive the newsletter via US 

Mail, please add $2 to the membership dues; 

no additional cost for the e-mail  version. Please 

contact Carol Mox for a renewal/application form. 

Disclaimer: While HIA has no reason to doubt the accuracy of any of the information supplied, we cannot, and do not 

guarantee its accuracy.  We are not responsible for errors, omissions, misuse or misinterpretation of information contained 

herein. 

Visit Us! 

 

ARBUTUS VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPT. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ALL YOU CAN EAT 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST WITH SANTA 

 

Sunday, December 11, 2016 

 

7:30 AM—12:30 PM 

  

Adults:  $7.00 

Children 4-12:  $4.00 

Children 3 & Under:   FREE 

 
Breakfast includes: Pancakes, Eggs, Home Fries, 

Sausages and Drinks 

HIA Inclement  

Weather Policy 
 

The Halethorpe Improvement Association 

follows Baltimore County Public Schools 

(BCPS) for delays and closings.  If BCPS 

closes early due to inclement weather, the 

HIA meeting scheduled for that day will be 

cancelled.   If BCPS closes for the day, the 

HIA meeting will also be cancelled for that 

night. 

The next HIA Meeting will be 

held at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, 

January 17, 2017, at the Good 

Shepherd Services. 

Next HIA Meeting 


