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President’s Letter 

At our last 

meeting, we 

were honored 

t o  h a v e 

Community 

O u t r e a c h 

Officer Tom 

Warehime of 

the Wi lkens  Po l ice 

Department, Precinct1, give 

the crime trends for the area.  

He announced that residents 

should be cautious of home 

improvement vendors that 

appear in the neighborhood 

when the weather turns warm.  

Please check their credentials 

before hiring them.   

 

We also had guest speaker, 
Paul Tharp, Information 

O f f i c e r  o f  P r o j e c t 

Development for Smith 

Industries, the parent 

company of Recovermat, speak 

about his company, which is 

located off of Halethorpe Farms 

Road.  

 

Our Community Clean Up Day 

took place on Saturday, May 9, 

2015.  A number of residents 

dropped off their unwanted 

household and yard items in the 

three dumpster provided by the 

HIA and Baltimore County.  

Specials thanks to Dr. Charles 

Kokoski, sons John and Kip 

Kokoski, for providing a pickup 
service to those residents who 

could not deliver their items at 

Halethorpe Elementary School.  

Thank you to the other volunteers 

that made this event successful:  

Carol Mox, Sandy Cullen, Dan 

Miller, Stephen Rest and 

Delegate Terri Hill who 

stopped by to help too.  

 

As the Arbutus Arts Festival, 4th 

of July Celebration, and the 

Fireman’s Carnival approach, 

please remember the appearance 

of our community sets an 

impression for everyone who 

comes to the Halethorpe/Arbutus 

area.  Let’s make it look nice. 

 

Enjoy your summer!  

 

Carol Mox, President 

HIA Meeting 

The upcoming HIA meeting will be held on  

 

Tuesday, May 19, 2015,  

at 7:30 p.m. at the Good Shepherd Services  

located at 4100 Maple Avenue,  

Halethorpe, MD  21227.   

 

Come at 7:00 p.m. and enjoy some light refreshments. 

 

HIA Meetings are held on the third Tuesday of  

September, November, January, March and May. 

 

 

May-June 2015 

 

May 19, 2015 

 
This will be  HIA’s last 

meeting before the 

summer break. 

 

Please join us. 

 

 

Next meeting: 

September 15, 2015 

Welcome New Member! 

 

The Halethorpe  

Improvement Association  

would like to welcome its  

newest member. 

 

Barry Smith 

 

Thank you for joining he HIA and  

we hope to see you 

 at our meetings.   
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Spring Has Arrived! 

Finally, winter has turned to spring.  Halethorpe looks lovely 

with all the trees in bloom.  Pastel colors of white, pink, yellow 

adorn our neighborhood.  Our community decorators Diane 

Koelbel, her son Chris Koelbel, and Sandy Cullen planted 

tulips and lilies at Potomac Avenue, Oregon & Carville Avenues, 

and the Walcheli Garden Wall.  Halethorpe looks great! 

UMBC Connection 
 

UMBC has begun construction 

on its Campus Entrance 

Project.  The purpose of this 

construction is to upgrade the 

vehicular and pedestrian 

pathways to the UMBC 

Campus.  This project will 

i m p r o v e  t h e  e x i s t i n g 

in ter sec t ion  a t  UMBC 

Boulevard and Hilltop Circle, 

enhance the front door of the 

campus, improve the traffic 

flow on UMBC Boulevard and 

provide a safe and efficient 

drop-off and pick-up area for 

pedestrians.   

 

The project includes 1) a traffic 

rotary will be constructed at 

Congratulations! 

Pete Kriscumas, legislative 

aide to Councilman Tom 

Quirk, got married on March 

28, 2015, in Annapolis to 

Shannon Braitsch.   Pete has 

been very instrumental in 

helping the HIA resolve 

community issues.  Our 

heartfelt congratulations to 

both of them on their nuptials.   

 

 

UMBC Boulevard and BW 

Research Park, 2) UMBC 

Boulevard will be reduced 

from 4 lanes to 2 lanes and 

parking will no longer be 

allowed along this road, 3) 

large traffic rotary to be 

constructed at Hilltop Circle 

and UMBC Boulevard,  

 

Due to construction, several 

changes to vehicle, parking 

and pedestrian patterns have 

occurred.  New traffic 

patterns have been created to 

handle incoming and outgoing 

traffic so use caution when 

driving through UMBC. 

 

 

American Legion 

Dewey Loman Post 109 

1610 Sulphur Spring Road 
 

Spaghetti Dinner 

 

May 21, 2015 & June 18, 2015 

4:00—7:00 p.m. 

 
Cost:  $8.00 includes 

spaghetti, meatballs, sausage 

and salad. 
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The Delegates of District 12 

Whelan Properties’ Project 

Baltimore County Department of Permits, Approvals and 

Inspections approved Developer Steve Whelan’s  proposed 

development of  a new restaurant  and retail/office building on  a 2 

acre site located off of Benson Avenue and Sulphur Spring Road 

(now known as Arbutus Station, 1514 and 1516 Sulphur Spring 

Road, Arbutus, MD  21227). The proposed plan is to have a +/- 

7,600 square foot restaurant and a two story, +/- 20,000 square 

foot building with retail on the ground floor and office space on 

the second floor.  Construction is getting ready to begin and signs 

have gone up along Sulphur Spring Road announcing the availability 

of space.  Expected delivery of the project is 2016. 

 

 

 

Delegates Eric Ebersole, 

Terri Hill, and Clarence 

Lam, the three Maryland 

state delegates who represent 

Legislative District 12, held a 

Town Hall Meeting on March 

10, 2015, at the Arbutus 

Library.      Approximately 60 

people were in attendance for 

this event including HIA 

members Carol Mox, Sandy 

Cullen, Gerry Fowler, Betsy 

Schaefer ,  and Bob 

Wagner. Some of the topics 

of discussion were:  
 

 Nearly 1,300 bills were 

introduced in the House of 

Delegates this session. 

 Proposed commission to 

study the impact of state 

testing  in public schools 

 Hydraulic fracking 

 Reducing barr iers to 

screening for HIV patients 

 Protecting communities 

from railroad accidents 

involving the transportation 

of crude oil 

 Equal treatment coverage by 

insurance companies for 

physical vs mental issues. 

 Death with dignity 
 

A round of thanks for those 

members of HIA who 

provided assistance in setting 

up chairs and refreshments for 

this event.  HIA donated the 
beverages. 

Since spring has sprung, Mike 

McAuliffe and Joe Powell have 

been busy making improvements to 

the area.  They cut back the forsythia 

across from the MARC Train Station 

along Potomac.  They cleared the hill  

that is part of Anita Happel’s 

property adjacent to the Francis 

Avenue bridge,  The grass located 

along the  median strip from Francis 
Avenue to the I-95 overpass along 

Oregon and Carville Avenues was 

also mowed and edged.  

 

Thank you so much for your efforts 

to help keep Halethorpe looking 

attractive. 

 

A special thank you to Senator Ed 

Kasemeyer for his donation to our 

Grounds Maintenance Fund.   
 

As part of a public service program, 

the Halethorpe Improvement 

Association adopted  Potomac 

Grounds Maintenance 

Avenue to help keep a part of our 

community beautiful by having 

citizens volunteer once a month to 

pick up litter along this county road.  
 

If you are interested in helping, 
please contact Mike McAuliffe 

(410-247-9470).  Choose the 

month you want and the day.  Mike 

is always looking for volunteers to 

help clean up Potomac Avenue.  

Recovermat 

Several months ago a number of 

residents of Halethorpe and 

Arbutus received a telegram 

from Concerned Citizens, LLC 

regarding the metal processing 

facility Recovermat, located on 

Halethorpe Farms Road, saying 

that there was a community 

safety issue concerning this 

business. 

 
At our last meeting, Paul Tharp, 

Information Officer of Project 

Deve lopment for Smith 

Industries, the parent company 

of Recovermat, came as a 

speaker.  He denounced what 

was being spread about his 

company.  Behind the mailer, a 

competing Baltimore City scrap 

metal company was projecting a 

campaign against Recovermat 

for business purposes stating 

that the company operates 

under unapproved practices.   

As far as we know, the 

community has never had a 

problem with Recovermat.  The 

company provides services and 

employment for Halethorpe 

and Arbutus.  As explained by 

Tharp, it also meets all 

environmental permitting and 

certification requirements to 

maintain their operations in 

Maryland.  If it didn’t, it 

wouldn’t be able to operate.   

However, to further protect 

the company, Tharp would like 

to see an amendment added to 

the Baltimore County zoning 

classification to further define 

their business operations. 

Under current zoning, they are 

classified under “junkyard.”  

They would like to create a 

new zoning designation—

“metal processing” to better   

descr ibe their business 
operation.  Councilman Quirk 

and the HIA are supporting 

this request.   This request will 

be presented at an upcoming 

Baltimore County Council 

meeting. 
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I-695 Construction 

 

 

 

 

Construction  

 

has begun 

 

on the  

 

new I-695 ramp. 

The Maryland State Highway 

Administration has begun 

construction of two projects.  

The first is the replacement of  

the bridge on I-695 Inner Loop 

over Benson Avenue.  The 

second is the replacement of 

the bridge on I-695 Inner Loop 

over Leeds Avenue and 

Southwestern Boulevard (US 

Route 1) to create a new 

interchange ramp that will 

connect US Route 1 directly 

to the I-695 Inner Loop.  The 

new ramp is scheduled to 

open in the summer of 2016.. 

Sidewalks are also being 

replaced or created along 

Southwestern Boulevard. 

 
The existing interchange ramp 

from Leeds Avenue to 

northbound I-695 is now 

permanently closed. 

 

To gain access to northbound 

I-695, detours signs will direct 

you to I-195, Washington 

Boulevard., or Caton Avenue. 

Leeds Avenue Closure Detour Signs on  

Southwestern Boulevard 

Construction on  

Southwestern Boulevard 

Party for the Park! 

Friends of Patapsco Valley & 

Heritage Greenway, Inc. 

 

Spring Fundraiser 

 
Cocktail party on the grounds of 

the beautiful historic  

Furnace Inn to  

celebrate and support the  

Patapsco Valley State Park. 

 

Thursday, May 14, 2015 
 

6:30 p.m. 

 

Elkridge Furnace Inn 

5745 Furnace Avenue 

Elkridge, MD  21075 

 

$60 per person 

($30 is tax deductible) 

 

410-461-2569 

 

The HIA will hold its elections  at the 

upcoming September 2015 meeting.  

Nominations are now being accepted for all 

officer (president, vice president, treasurer, 

recording secretary) and board member 

positions.  This is your chance to make a 

difference. 
 

Anyone interested in submitting their name, 

please contact : 

 

Carol Mox by email or by phone 

 410-971-9455. 

HIA Nominations Being Accepted 
At our March meeting, HIA 

member Sandy Cullen 

mentioned that a homeless 

couple were seen keeping house 

in the woods owned by Good 

Shepherd Services.  Officer 

Warehime was made aware of 

it.  Within two days, HIA also 

received a call from Good 

Shepherd Services saying they 

were aware of the problem too.  

They did not want the couple to 

stay and were working with the 

Balt imore County Pol ice 

Department to remove them.  

Their concern was for the safety 

of the children who are residing 

at the facility.   

Good Shepherd 



 

PO Box 7306 

Halethorpe, MD  21227 

HALETHORPE 

IMPROVEMENT 

ASSOCIATION 

The Halethorpe Improvement Association (HIA), chartered in 1957, is a 501(c) 3, dedicated 

to preserving and enhancing the quality of life in our community. The association has forged 

partnerships with local elected leadership and various public and private sectors to best fos-

ter these efforts. Participation is voluntary and open to all households within our boundaries. 

Currently, we represent over 240 households. 

Halethorpe Improvement Association 

We’re on the web! 

www.halethorpe md.org 

 

Phone: 410-971-9455 

E-mail: 

halethorpe.improvement.assn@gmail.com 

Website:  www.halethorpemd.org 

 

NOTE: NEW E-MAIL & WEBSITE 

ADDRESS 

Membership Dues Will Remain 

At 1990 Price 

The next HIA Meeting will be 

held at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, 

September 15, 2015, at the 

Good Shepherd Services. 

Next HIA Meeting 
Our membership drive continues for the 2014-

2015 term.   Please consider joining or renewing 

your membership.  At our Board meeting held in 

January 2013, it was agreed that the yearly 

membership dues should remain at the same price 

that it has been since 1990. What a deal! Yearly 

membership dues will continue at: $5.00 per 

Household; $4.00 per Retired Household, $3.00 

per Individual.  And if you care to give additional 

funds as a donation to HIA or the Grounds 

Maintenance Fund, we really appreciate that too.   

If you want to receive the newsletter via US 

Mail, please add $2 to the membership dues; 

no additional cost for the e-mail  version. Please 

contact Carol Mox for a renewal/application form. 

Disclaimer: While HIA has no reason to doubt the accuracy of any of the information supplied, we cannot, and do not 

guarantee its accuracy.  We are not responsible for errors, omissions, misuse or misinterpretation of information contained 

herein. 

Visit Us! 

 

 

 

 

Arbutus Arts 

Festival 

 

Sunday, May 17, 2015 

10:00 AM—5:00 PM 

East Drive 

 

 

Sponsored by 

Arbutus Business and  

Professional Association 

 

Waverly Construction 

 

Yard Sale to Benefit 

Alzheimer’s 

 

Sunday, June 21, 2015 

7:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. 

 

Waverly Construction & Mgmt. 

1515 Sulphur Spring Road 

Halethorpe, MD  21227 
(across from Halethorpe Post Office) 

 
100% of proceeds will be donated 

to the Alzheimer Association. 

 


