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President’s Letter 
W e l c o m e 
back!  I hope 
you had a joy 
filled holiday 
season and are 
ready for a 
p r o s p e r o u s 
New Year.  

We know we are! 
 
At our last meeting in Novem-
ber, we were honored to have 
Senator Ed Kasemeyer, 
Delegate Steve DeBoy, 
Delegate Jimmy Malone 
and Pete Kriscumas, legisla-
tive aide to Councilman Quirk, 
and Officer Tom Ware-
hime,  update us on projects 
and events taking place within 
the community and the state.  
Several of their focal points are 
highlighted in this issue. 
 
In the coming year, there are 
many ways to help your com-
munity.  One way is to buy 
locally.  I bring this up since 
there are several new busi-
nesses trying to establish 

themselves in the area. Your sup-
port of local businesses impacts 
our regional economy.  Every time 
you buy items in Baltimore Coun-
ty, the tax revenues stay in the 
county and support our local ser-
vices and infrastructure.  When 
you buy in the local Arbutus/
Halethorpe areas, you improve 
the local economy, support jobs 
and growth in the area, and main-
tain the vital community that we 
all enjoy.  Some local businesses 
also contribute to local causes, 
including schools, clubs and chari-
table organizations.  When we 
keep it local, we all benefit.    
 
With the start of the new year,   
the HIA will continue to discuss 
local concerns, planning, budgeting 
and making improvements.  It will 
also continue to strive to  pre-
serve and enhance the quality of 
life in the community with the help 
of its members.  I look forward to 
a terrific 2014 and working with all 
of you. Please feel free to contact 
me.    
  
Carol Mox 
President 

HIA Meeting 
The upcoming HIA meeting will 
be held on Tuesday, January 
21, 2014, at 7:30 p.m. at 
the Good Shepherd Center 
located at 4100 Maple Avenue, 
Halethorpe, MD  21227.  
Come at 7:00 p.m. and enjoy 
some light refreshments . 
 

HIA Meetings are held on the 
third Tuesday of September, 
November, January, March and 
May. 
 

January-February 2014 

Welcome New Members! 

Our state legislators will be re-
turning to Annapolis  as the new 
session of  the Maryland General 
Assembly begins on January 9, 
2014.  Some of the  issues for this 
session include:    
 Raising the minimum wage 
 Storm water fees 
 Taxes 
 Marijuana legalization 
 Expansion of Pre-K educa-

tion 
 School construction 
 Pit bulls 
 Bail Reform 
 Fracking 
 Replacement of Baltimore 

City Jail building 

The Halethorpe Improvement Association  
would like to welcome its newest members. 

 
William & Lucille Backman 

Kady Flannery & Pablo Perillan 
Chrissy Fowler 

Mr. & Mrs. K. Chapell Garner 
Shari McGowan 

Phil Penne & Maggi Malloy 
Simon & Julie Thayil 

Susan Visloh 
Dane & Susanna Witmer 

 
Thank you for joining the HIA and  

we hope to see you at our meetings.   

New Session Begins 
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Holiday Decorations 

HIA members Diane Koelbel, Mike and Maria McAuliffe, and Jack Schaefer celebrated the holiday spirit by deco-
rating the Halethorpe community sign, the Waelchli wall and grounds, and the flagpole at the Francis Avenue bridge.  Nat-
ural pine garland and wreaths were supplied by Sandy Cullen.  Diane Koelbel supplied the artificial decorations. Tree 
night lights were done by Jack Schaefer.  Thank you for dressing up our town! 

As a requirement to Baltimore 
County’s Development Regula-
tions, a Community Input Meet-
ing (CIM) was held on Decem-
ber 9, 2013, at the Arbutus 
Library to discuss Whelan 
Properties’ proposed plan to 
build a 20,000 square foot, two-
story office/retail building, plus 
a 6,800 square foot restaurant 
at 1510 Sulphur Spring Road. 
The purpose of this meeting 
was to allow Steve Whelan of 
Whelan Properties to discuss 
his proposed  development plan 
and provide a forum for resi-
dents to address community 
concerns.  Over 50 people 
were in attendance. 

 
Residents voicing their con-
cerns were primarily those 
living closest to the proposed 
site (Benson Avenue, Arbutus 
Avenue, Dewitt Road and Lis-
ter Avenue).  Issues ranged 
from  the traffic impact this 
would have on Sulphur spring 
Road and Benson Avenue, 
possible storm water manage-
ment problems, trash control 
issues, possible noise levels 
coming from the restaurant, 
tenant quality and use of the 
space, how close the restau-
rant will be situated in relation 
to the railroad tracks, how can 
the residents maintain their 
privacy and the quality of their 

 

Proposed  

development 

plan was  

presented and 

community 

concerns were 

noted.  

Whelan Properties 

neighborhood,   and parking issues,  
 
The CIM was conducted by Darryl 
Putty, project manager for the 
Baltimore County Department of 
Permits & Development Manage-
ment.  Concerns can still be ad-
dressed by contacting Mr. Putty 
at:: 
 

dputty@baltimorecountymd.gov 

Christmas Tree Recycling 

The collection of live 
Christmas trees for recy-
cling in Baltimore County 
will take place over a two 
week period beginning 
Monday, January 13.  To 
ensure the collection of 
Christmas trees, residents 
must have the trees out at 
the curb no later than Sat-
urday, January 18. 

Residents must follow these 
simple rules when placing their 
trees at the curb: 
 
Only set out live (not artifi-

cial) trees. 
 Set out tree early—no lights, 

decorations, tinsel, bags or 
tree stands 

Only set out trees at the 

front curb or street; trees 
will not be collected from 
alleys. 

 
Baltimore County residents 
who live in an apartment or 
condominium should follow 
their property manager’s 
rules when recycling their 
Christmas trees. 
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Steps at Carville/Oregon Ave. at Link Adopt-A-Road 

As part of a public service program, 
the Halethorpe Improvement Asso-
ciation adopted  Potomac Ave-
nue to help keep a part of our 
community beautiful by having citi-
zens volunteer once a month to pick 
up litter along this county road. If 
you are interested in helping, please 
contact Mike McAuliffe (410-247-
9470). 
Thank you to Mike and Maria 
McAuliffe and their daughter 
Rosemary for picking up the litter  
along Potomac Avenue and the loop 
in January,  Elder Stevens and 
Elder Peterson from the Church 
of Later Day Saints cleaned the 

entire loop in December.   
These two young men were 
introduced to us at our No-
vember meeting. 
 
A very grateful thank you to all 
of  you for taking the time to do 
this for the community. 
 

************ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The steps have been repaired 
and they look great!   The 
restoration work was done in 
November by HIA member 
Steve Mangano and assisted 
by Mike McAuliffe.  Steve 
has masonry experience and 
offered to repair the steps 
cost free.   His pro bono 
work allowed us to keep the 
character and charm of the 
existing steps.   
 
The final phase to the restora-
tion of the steps is to get rail-
ing installed.    

have increased.  If you sign up, you 
will be given a sign for the front and 
back of your car.  If your car is on 
the road between 1 AM and 5AM, 
the sign(s) allow police to stop the 
car to check if you are the owner.  
Call 1-800-96 THEFT or 410-486-
0677.   
 
Concerns with tractor trailer trucks 
traveling on Benson Avenue were 
discussed.  No 3/4 ton trucks are 
allowed  from Sulphur Spring to 
Benson Court.  Police will try to 
enforce this. 
 
Delegate Jimmy Malone talked 
about working on legislation to place 
restrictions on Hookah Bars. Arbu-
tus has two Hookah Bars located on 
East Drive and there is one on Fred-
erick Road in Catonsville.  Concern 
is over who they are serving and 
what they are serving. 
 
He also spoke about the new Mary-
land State Medivac Helicopters.  
Three have been installed, one each 
in Frederick, Easton and Salisbury.  
These helicopters are equipped with 
state-of-the art technology and are 
designed to provide medical assis-
tance and transportation services, 
free of charge, in emergency situa-
tions.  
 
He also reminded everyone that as 

of October 1, 2013,  cell phone 
use and texting while driving 
was a primary offense.  The fine 
is $85. 
 
He also brought up the “Move 
Over” law.  This legislation was 
designed to protect the fire 
fighters, emergency personnel 
and police officers who are 
working roadside.  Public vehi-
cles must slow down and move 
away from these emergency 
vehicles. 

Repaired! 

November’s Meeting 
The following issues were dis-
cussed at November’s meeting: 
 
Pete Kriscumas, legislative aide 
to Councilman Tom Quirk, an-
nounced that legislation was being 
drafted to control the selling of cell 
phones.  There has been a rash of 
cell phone thefts from individuals 
whereby the criminal sells the 
stolen phone for $200-$300 to a 
mall kiosk or consignment shop.  
No identification or documenta-
tion is needed to sell the phone. 
Legislation is being drafted by Balti-
more County to require docu-
mentation in the sale of a cell 
phone.  Pete is also in the process 
of  trying to have the two rails 
fixed at Halethorpe Farms Road.   
 
Senator Ed Kasemeyer stated 
that there is severe overcrowding 
at several schools in the area and 
announced that $100 million was 
being allocated to build several 
new schools.  Schools on the 
construction list include:  
Westowne Elementary, Relay 
Elementary, closing Catonsville 
Elementary and converting the 
Recreation Center on Bloomsbury 
Avenue into a new elementary 
school, and enlarging Westchester 
Elementary.  Our elected officials 
are also working to get older 
schools installed with air condition-
ing. 

Delegate Steve DeBoy expressed 
concern over state personnel issue, 
especially in Baltimore City where 
the Black Gorilla gang penetrated the 
prison system by recruiting young 
black female correctional officers.  
He would like legislation put in place 
to control hiring practices and the 
eligibility of personnel.  
 
Plans for widening the tax exemp-
tions for pensions was also discussed. 
 
Officer Tom Warehime an-
nounced a robbery took place at 
Ridge and Francis Avenues on Octo-
ber 15.  He also informed everyone 
to be aware of deception burglaries.  
This is where someone approaches 
you pretending to be BGE or some 
other legitimate business.  The elder-
ly are usually their intended victims.  
He advised do not let them in, but 
talk through your door.  Request 
their credentials.  Call BGE to verify 
or call 911.  The police will check 
them out for you. 
 
He also reported the arrest of nine 
people who were stealing cell 
phones in the Shelbourne Avenue, 
UMBC, and Hollins Ferry Road 
areas. 
 
He would also like to see the 
“Watch Your Car” Program return.  
Since this program ended, car thefts 

The Halethorpe Improve-
ment Association contin-
ues to promote its mem-
bership drive.  We are 
looking for existing mem-
bers to renew their mem-
bership and new members 
to join. 
 
Please consider renewing 
your membership for the 
2013-2014 term.  If you 
receive a renewal applica-
tion form in the mail or 
with your newsletter, 
please take time to com-
plete the application and 
send it in with your mem-
bership dues.    

Membership 
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Serving  

Polynesian 

comfort  

food. 

 

“A hui hou 

kakou” 

A Taste of Aloha  

“E Koma Mai” “Welcome” A new 
Hawaiian-themed restaurant 
opened in Halethorpe in October.  
Located at 1405 Sulphur Spring 
Road, A Taste of Aloha serves a 
sampling of Polynesian flaired 
foods.  Chef Robert Alcain and his 

wife Amy operate the eat-
ery.  They state that their 
mission is “to serve the 
best Polynesian comfort 
foot, in an enjoyable at-
mosphere for customers 
and employees.”  You can 
order carry-out or do eat-
in dining.  All sauces and 
marinades are made from 
scratch and Amy makes 
and serves desserts only 

on the weekends.  They serve 
appetizers, plate lunches, saimin 
(soup), and hand-held sandwich-
es.  Prices ranges from $2.95 up 
to $12.95.  Their best sellers are 
chicken katsu, kanak attack burg-
er, and the combo plate (you can 

order two dishes (kalua pig, 
chicken katsu, teriyaki beef, 
teriyaki pork, kalbi)).  Discount 
prices are given to students, 
seniors, military, first respond-
ers and kama’aina. Hours are 
Mon-Sat 11:00 am-9:00 pm, Sun 
1:00-9:00 pm For more infor-
mation visit their website: 
www.taste-of-aloha.com. 

The Village Junction Bakery-
Café opened its doors at 1332 
Sulphur Spring Road in December.  
Husband and wife, Chuck and 
Donna Quick, manage this estab-
lishment.  Donna spoke at our 
November meeting to promote 
the opening of the bakery.   

They are a full service scratch 
bakery serving donuts, pastries, 
cakes, cookies, breads, flavored 
coffees and teas. They also spe-
cialize in making wedding and 
special occasion cakes. They 
hope to add soups, salads and 
sandwiches to their menu some 
time after the new year.  
 
The Quick’s had a bakery and 
coffee shop in Catonsville for 
many years until 2009 when med-
ical  problems caused them to 
close.  With that issue behind 
them, both are very excited to 
be able to operate another bak-
ery in Arbutus. 
 

Hours of operation are Mon-Fri 
6:00 am—6:00 pm, Sat 6:00 am-
4:00 pm, Sun 7:00 am-3:00 pm. 
 
 

The Village Junction Bakery-Cafe 

Derrick A. Boone, Psy. D. 
announced his resignation as the 
President and CEO of the Good 
Shepherd Services in mid Decem-
ber. Dr. Boone recently became 
engaged to get married which 
required him to move from Mary-
land at the end of the year.   He 
worked at GSS for 7 1/2 years. He 
was very dedicated to GSS and 
valued the relationship he devel-
oped with the community.  
 

Michele Wyman, Executive 
Vice President and COO, will be 
the Interim CEO.  They have 
already begun the process of 
finding a new CEO.  GSS remains 
committed to staying the course 
that they are on. 
 
We wish Dr. Boone all the best 
on his impending marriage and 
new endeavor.   
 

The HIA has been told that this 
personnel change at GSS will not 
affect the use of the Activity 
Room for our meetings. 
 
Good Shepherd Services will 
also be celebrating its 150th 
year anniversary in 2014.  They 
have been dedicated to serving 
the needs of children experienc-
ing emotional or behavioral 
difficulties and  their families in 
Maryland since 1864.  

Good Shepherd Services 



 

PO Box 7306 
Halethorpe, MD  21227 

HALETHORPE 
IMPROVEMENT 
ASSOCIATION 

The Halethorpe Improvement Association (HIA), chartered in 1957, is a 501(c) 3, dedicated 
to preserving and enhancing the quality of life in our community. The association has forged 
partnerships with local elected leadership and various public and private sectors to best fos-
ter these efforts. Participation is voluntary and open to all households within our boundaries. 
Currently, we represent over 240 households. 

Halethorpe Improvement Association 

We’re on the web! 
www.halethorpe md.org 

 

Phone: 410-971-9455 
E-mail: 
halethorpe.improvement.assn@gmail.com 
 
NOTE: NEW E-MAIL ADDRESS 

Membership Dues Will Remain 
At 1990 Price 

The next HIA Meeting will be 
held at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, 
March 18, 2014, at the Good 
Shepherd Center. 

Next HIA Meeting 
Our membership drive continues for the 2013-
2014 term.   Please consider joining or renewing 
your membership.  At our Board meeting held in 
January 2013, it was agreed that the yearly mem-
bership dues should remain at the same price that 
it has been since 1990. What a deal! Yearly mem-
bership dues will continue at: $5.00 per Household; 
$4.00 per Retired Household, $3.00 per Individual.  
And if you care to give additional funds as a dona-
tion to HIA or the Grounds Maintenance Fund, we 
really appreciate that too.   Please contact Carol 
Mox for a renewal/application form. 

Disclaimer: While HIA has no reason to doubt the accuracy of any of the information supplied, we cannot, and do not 
guarantee its accuracy.  We are not responsible for errors, omissions, misuse or misinterpretation of information contained 
herein. 

HIA Inclement  
Weather Policy 

 
The Halethorpe Improvement Association follows Bal-
timore County Public Schools (BCPS) for delays and 
closings.  If BCPS closes early due to inclement weath-
er, the HIA meeting scheduled for that day will be can-
celled.   If BCPS closes for the day, the HIA meeting 
will also be cancelled for that night. 

 
************* 

Currently Under  
Construction 

Open Position  
 
The HIA is still accepting 
nominations to fill one vacant 
position.  We are in search of a  
Secretary.  The secretary is 
responsible for taking notes or 
recording the meetings and 
typing the information to 
present at the next subsequent 
HIA meeting.  If you are 
interested in filling this position, 
please contact Carol Mox (410
-971-9455).  Nominations will 
be accepted (you can nominate 
yourself).  Voting will take place 
at the next HIA meeting . 


